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THE GUIDE AND SLAVERY. 


A RECENT correspondent, writing us on busi- 
ness, says: “J am informed that the Guide is 
pledged to say nothing on the subject of slavery.” 
We should have been satisfied with a simple de- 
nial of the charge to the party addressing us, 
were it not that a word dropped here and there 
in the numberless communications that come to 
our office, convinces us that an enemy has sought 
to prejudice us in the public mind in this day of 
trouble and darkness. We leave them and their 
motives with Him that judgeth. To the public, 
we deem it due to ourselves to say that, as far as 
we know, the Guide was never pledged in its 
course to any mortal man. It originated in the 
desire and design of spreading Holiness through- 
out the land; of communicating, by the light of 
experience and doctrine, chiefly the former, the 
instincts of a higher life to those who seldom 
hear such teachings, and who are yearning after 
the deep things of God. If fervent prayer for 
its success in this direction, and a consecration of 
talent and energy to the accomplishment of this 
work, constitute a pledge, then the Guide is 
pledged, —not to man, however, but to Him 
whose Spirit suggested the design. Nor is it a 
pledge to ignore any sin, but to make it breathe 
as much as possible the influence of a higher life. 
It may be asked, however, if this be the case, why 
has the Guide been silent on the subject which at 
present so universally engrosses public attention. 

We answer, for the same reason that it is silent 
on the subject of temperance, moral reform, se- 
cret societies, and other forms of real or imagin- 
ary evil. Not that we feel no interest in the sup- 
pression of these things, but our scope will not 


admit their discussion. There is no denomina-. 


tion that has not its church Organs. These are 
taken by nearly if not every enlightened Chris- 
tian family. They are issued frequently, and 
their mission is not merely to defend their dis- 
tinctive denominational tenets, but to guard the 
membership and world against the particular 
vices of the age, discussing freely points of a 
questionable character, thus affording aid in 
reaching a nice discrimination, and furnishing 
such details of progress as are needed for enlight- 
ened Christian action. To make the columns of 
the Guide an arena for heated controversy would 
be to quench the spirit which it seeks to promote; 


_ while to fill it with details of moral reform asso- | 


ciations would be to defeat the very end for 


which it is published. Issued monthly, and of! 


but limited size, it will hardly become a power | 


distinctive mission. Our magazine is not a sub- 
stitute for the religious newspaper, but a com- 
panion, performing its peculiar though equally 
important work. While one holds up some par- 
ticular form of sin, enlisting the energies of the 
church in its suppression, the other would enter 
the quiet precincts of each individual heart, and 
array man against himself, pointing to the great 
and effectual Conqueror. While one echoes the 
clashing of arms on the great battle-field of life, 
the other gives utterance to those secret though 
potent influences which are at work in the 
closet. In saying this we do not intend any 
invidious comparison. Each is an important 
agency accomplishing that for which it was de- 
signed. In the great battle with Amelick, Israel 
needed warriors to fight her battles; but equally 


stayed up the hands on which the victory de- 
pended. | 

The selfish motives that prompted the insinua- 
tion to which we have referred are too palpa- 
‘ble to require even comment here. In seasons 
of general excitement, however, like the one 
through which we are now passing, such an in- 
sinuation has double weight, and silence tends to 
confirm the unjust suspicion. To take away all 
ground of cavil, therefore, and to disabuse the 
minds of those who may be tempted to believe 
our sympathies on the wrong side, we embrace 
the occasion to say, once for all, that we heartily 
endorse the action of our government in its pres- 
ent efforts to put down what appears to us one 
of the most outrageous, causeless, and wicked 
rebellions that ever disgraced a nation. Nor 
have we ever had but one mind in regard to the 
system of oppression that has‘given rise to it; a 
system which legalizes the violation of the plain- 
est enactments of God’s law, and which bears as 
its legitimate fruit, ignorance, lust, cruelty, ava- 
rice, not to add other sins equally obnoxious, can 
not be otherwise than evil. How to get rid of 
that evil is another question,— one which we 
doubt not has agitated the hearts and perplexed 
the minds of millions, South as well as North. 
When wise heads fail, we may with safety con- 
fess ourselves incapable of solving the difficulty. 
We believe it to be one of those straits in public 
affairs, when, if the Lord undertake not for us, 
we labor in vain. Every thing in Providence 
seems to drive us to that conclusion, but we are 
slow in reaching it. Our Clays, and Websters, 
and Calhouns, and other wise men of which the 
country once boasted, have been removed from 
the national councils, and men with powers not 
yet developed to an extent that claims universal 
homage, have been substituted in their place. 
God would have us understand that he is our 


believe that in the mighty overturning now in 
progress God is working out his purposes, and 
whichever way the current of victory goes, it 
will result in the advancement of human prog- 


in the church if its columns are diverted from its 


valuable were the Aarons and the Hurs that — 


only reliance in coping with the difficulty. We 
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ress and human happiness. Let us, then. be- 
loved, stand still and see the salvation of God. 
Stand still, not in the sense of inactivity, but of 
quiet frust. To our mind, the danger lies not on 
the side of inaction, but in yielding our faith, 
and letting go our hold of God. No one finds it 
difficult in these times to denounce slavery, and 
abuse its upholders, and clamor for the blood of 
rebels, but very many find that it requires great 
firmness and perseverance, amid these outward 
cxcitements, to keep the soul perfectly poised in 
God. We speak of Southerners as enemies. In 
their present hostile attitude, perhaps, we can call 
them by no other name. Remember, then, the 
words of the Lord Jesus, when he said, Love 
your enemies; pray for them which despitefully 


‘use you,etc. Remember, also, that every man 


that lives on Southern soil is not a rebel. Some 
of the richest plants of grace are to be found in 
that very section, —the Lord's little ones whose 
lives are hid with Christ in God. The surround- 
ing darkness, perhaps. makes these stars to shine 
with brighter lustre; but if diamonds of the first 
water are not tobe found among Southern Chris- 
tians, we know not the laws of God. No one 
can charge us with saying these things for effect. 
We now have no circulation at the South, nor do 
we expect any. Our simple aim is to lead to 
thoughtful discrimination. We would enjoin a 
hearty support of the government in its efforts to 
suppress rebellion both with our substance and 
our prayers; let us be dutiful subjects, but let us 
not forget those higher teachings which make 
love the fulfilling of the law. Love, beloved, — 
love is what we plead for. We leave it to others 
to pander to the spirit of hate. 


OUR HOPE IN THE PRESENT STRUGGLE. 


WE have great hope in the successful issue of 
the present struggle. That hope is based, not on 
victories won, nor On superiority in either num- 
ber or means, but on the justness of our cause, 
and the spirit of prayer which it has awakened. 
When we say that we look upon the rebellion as 
a wicked attempt to overthrow one of the best 
of governments,—a government pre-eminently 
thechild of Providence, — and that we enter upon 
the work of resisting it as a parent would oppose 
the waywardness of an obstinate child, we believe 
we speak the sentiment of an undivided North. 
The stern conviction that justice, and virtue, and 
law, are threatened and must be vindicated, has 
called out exhibitions of Christian self-denial and 


patriotism, which, when known, cannot fail to 


excite the admiration of even our enemies. But 
this is not all. The important issues at stake 
have driven men to their knees. Individuals, 
known to us heretofore only as political and 


-military leaders, have exhibited an example in 


this regard truly refreshing. Beginning with 
the hero of Fort Sumter, who, both before and 
since the capture of that post, has put the infi- 


delity of the age to the blush by his devout ex- 
pressions of dependence on, and gratitude for, 
the intervention of a higher power, we see the 
same spirit manifested in each successive stage of 
our progress by those called into more immediate 
action. The President, as he leaves his quiet 
home to enter upon the trying duties of the ex- 
alted position to which he had been raised by the 
suffrages of his fellow-citizens, is not ashamed, in 
parting with his neighbors, to implore their in- 
tercessions at the mercy-seat. And the noble 
McClellan, to whom has been committed a re- 
sponsibility seldom conferred on so youthful a 
commander, before he dares assume the trust, 
unites with his pastor in commending in fervent, 
protracted prayer, both himself and his country 
to Him whose humble disciple he professes to be. 
The victory at Beaufort was achieved by a gal- 
lant officer of our navy (Dupont), who is spoken 
of by those who know him as a pattern of Chris- 
tian integrity. And in the more recent capture 
of Fort Henry, we have another Christian hero. 
The special correspondent of one of our leading 
journals this refers to Commodore Foote, com- 
manding the union forces on that occasion: — 

“He has now shown that he is an able com- 
mander,—not only able to plan, but to execute. 
Aside from all these qualities of character, he is 
not afraid to have all men know that he recog- 
nizes his obligation to his Divine Maker. A gen- 
tleman remarked to him that he was getting ner- 
vous, and was afraid he did not sleep well. ‘I 
never slept better in my life than night before 
last, and I never prayed more fervently than 
on yesterday morning; but I couldn't sleep last 
night for thinking of those poor fellows on the 
Essex,’ was the reply. No wonder that under 
such a commander the victory is ours.” : 

Coupled with the instances above given, we 
take pleasure in recording the following extract 
of a letter from the Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secre- 
tary of War, showing the spirit which seems to 
animate every department of government at the 
present time. Writing to the editor of the New 
York Tribune, Mr. Stanton says: — 

‘* Much has recently been said of military com- 
binations and organizing victory. I hear such 
praises with apprehension. They commenced in 
infidel France with the Italian campaign, and 
resulted in Waterloo. Who can organize vic- 
tory’? Whocan combine the elements of success 
on the battle-field? We owe our recent victories 
to the Spirit of the Lord, that moved our soldiers 
to rush into battle, and filled the hearts of our 
enemies with terror and dismay. The inspira- 
tion that conquered in battle was in the hearts of 
our soldiers, and from on high; and wherever 
there is the same inspiration there will be the 
same results. Patriotic spirit, with resolute cour- 
age in officers and men, is a military combination 
that never failed.” 

Leaving those occupying exalted positions, we 
see the same spirit manifest, though often in an 
intensified form, among those moving in an hum- 
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ble sphere. We doubt whether an occasion ever 
existed that has called forth such pleadings im 


the closet, at the family altar, and in the pulpit, : 


as the present war. It has been the burden of 
every prayer; and that prayer has been, not for 
vengeance on our foes, not for national glory or 
aggrandizement, but that as each successive blow 
is given it may suffice to open the eyes of the 
erring, and stay the progress of death We be- 
lieve that God will hear his people, and that the 
painful tidings which we now daily hear of bat- 
tles fought and numbers killed and wounded, 
will speedily give way to the return of peace and 
prosperity. May God hasten it in his time’ 


CABINET. 


THE FULNESS OF EVANGELICAL TRUTH IN 


THE FIFTY-FIRST PSALM. 
THE New Testament, doubtless, far exceeds the 


Old, in the completeness of its statements of God’s 
willto man. The truth which the one sets forth 
generally by types and shadows, the other clearly 
reveals. 

But it is plain to us, that holy men of old, 
walking humbly with God, and seeking to know 
and do his whole will, came much nearer the 
evangelical standard, in their knowledge and ex- 
perience, than is generally supposed. 

Enoch is an example. His prophetic vision 
pierced the whole gospel period to the second 
coming of Christ — (Jude lith verse); and his at- 
tainments in grace reached the standard of habit- 
ually walking with God and pleasing him, the 
witness of this divine fellowship being given him 
on earth, and confirmed by a translation to 
heaven. 

Abraham is another example. Being the 
‘Friend of God,” and “The Father of such as 
believe,” his knowledge of the way of salvation 
through the blood of Christ and his experience 
of the inward grace which it secures, must have 
been clear and abundant. 

Taking the psalm which we propose to con- 
sider, as an exponent of David’s mind and heart 
at the time it was penned, he was far from being 
“a babe in Christ,” either in knowledge or grace. 
It is true, and worthy of remark, that the expres- 
sions it contains receive much of their importance 
and interest to us from the light which the New 


Testament teaching throws upon them; but the 


readers of the psalm of old may have received 
much of this light from the personal application 
of the Holy Spirit to their hearts. A particular 
examination of its statements may show this. 
The doctrine of native depravity is here clearly 
_vecognized. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me,” verse 5. 
He was assured that he had not only slid into sin 


from a native proclivity thereto, but had inherit- 


ed iniquity from his mother. Yet he does not 
state this fact to prove his innocence, nor to plead 
exemp from the divine displeasure; for he as 
fully affirms, — 

The doctrine of actual sin. ‘I acknowledge my 
transgression; and my sin is ever before me,” 
verse 3. | 

The confession of sin as a means of forgiveness is 
here plainly taught. “I acknowledge my trans- 
gression.’ He was not content with believing this 
humiliating truth, but he confessed it, to declare 
before men to the glory of God the grounds of 
expected pardon. And, as the prompter of con- 
fession, | 

Penitence is held up to view in a striking manner. 
The Psalmist says: ‘“‘ The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, 0 
God, thou wilt not despise,” verse 17. 

And further, with regard to the foundation of 
his hope, he makes mention of 


The mercy of God. ‘*Have mercy upon me, O 
God,” verse 1. There is no direct teaching here 
of the mercy of God through the atoning blood 
of Christ. But there is a plain reference to this 
essential truth in the connection. In the seventh 
verse the Psalmist says: ‘* Purge me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean.’? The ceremonial purifica- 
tion was by blood sprinkled upon the unclean 
person by the use of hyssop. He expected this 
divine mercy through the Lamb of God, whose 
blood was thus symbolized at the Jewish altar. 

The pardon of sin is expected through this 


mercy of God, —‘“‘ Blot out my transgréssions,”’ 
versel. But 


The renewal of the heart is also fully appre- 
hended, as a needed addition to the blessing of 


justification. The stimulating cause of offending | 


God’s holy law—the impure condition of the 
heart— must be removed. Hence the prayér, 
‘*Cleanse me from my sin,’’ verse 2: ‘‘Renew a 
right spirit within me.” The frequent recur- 
rence of like expressions, and their fullness, leads 
us to believe that this psalm teaches, — 

The entire sanctification of the believer. ‘‘ Wash 
me thoroughly from mine iniquity.’ ‘ Create 
in me a clean heart.’’ The prayer is for a wash- 
ing which shall make the soul “whiter than 
snow,” verse 7. 

Since there is a reference, in this connection, 
as above noticed, to the blood of Christ, and 
since the New Testament most certainly teaches 
that his blood cleanses from all unrighteousness, 
to us, at least, it speaks of this great privilege. 
Nothing short of a ‘clean heart,’ where “ per- 
fect love” reigns, in which dwells “all the full- 
ness of God,’’ should satisfy us; and we doubt 
whether the Psalmist prayed for less than this. 
Still further, with regard to the teachings of this 
psalm, we notice that | 

The agency of the Holy Ghost in the purification 
Of the heart is implied. ‘‘ Take not thy Holy Spirit 
from me,” (verse 11), for how, then, can I have a 
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clean heart? Rather “ uphold me with thy free 
Spirit,’ and I shall stand in the snow-like white- 
ness of redeeming love. 

The inward fruit of purification is taught. ‘* Make 
me to hear joy and gladness.” ‘ Restore unto 
me the joy of thy salvation.” It is peace in be- 
lieving, and joy in the Holy Ghost, that pardon 
and sanctification secure, and this all God's chil- 
dren of old even, were taught to expect. 

The outiward fruit, too, is set forth in the declara- 
tion that, **Then will I teach trangressors thy 
ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee,” 
and ‘‘my mouth shall show forth thy praise.” As 
we are, in this most evangelical psalm, taught that 
salvation is of the mercy of God through the 
cleansing eflicacy of blood, so we are reminded 
that it becomes us to speak of this grace to the 
glory of him who hath saved us. 


NONE BUT JESUS. 


“There is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.” — Acts iv. 12. 

Tus truth is illustrated in all special revivals. 
How fruitless are all the efforts of the awakened 
sinner to throw the burden of sin from his sor- 
rowing heart until he comes to Christ! It is 
strikingly shown in the case of Roman Catholics, 
under the conversions of the Holy Spirit, who 
first try the forms and penances of their own 
church. The following is an instance, in point, 
which occurred during the recent work of grace 
in Ireland: — 

A woman, “who was.a Sinner,” was power- 
fully atakened. Her sorrow, at first deep, con- 
tinued so to increase for several weeks that it 
became insupportabie. To obtain relief, she had 
recourse to every Popish expedient, but in vain. 
In her anguish she exclaimed, at last, “I will go 
to God Almighty.” Turning from her Romish 
. friends, she sought the society and counsel of 
Protestant Christians. With them she attended 
social meetings for prayer, and caught eagerly 
every word of instruction; she began soon ‘‘to 
see men as trees walking.’’ Christ and his salva- 
tion shone faintly through her moral darkness. 
One day, while in an agony of prayer, she lifted 
up her voice and heart to Christ alone. Ler soul 
at once bounded into the liberty of God’s people ; 
her joy knew no limits. ‘ None but Jesus,pne 
but Jesus,’ was her constant cry. She became 
an active member of the Presbyterian church. 


THE MATERIAL AND THE DIVINE BREAD. 


“Man doth not live by bread only, but by every word 


that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man : 


live.” — Deut. viii. 3; Matt. iv. 4. 


MosEs, in this connection, speaking for God, 
says he led the children of Israel through the 
great and terrible wilderness, suffering them to 
hunger and thirst, and to be weary, to prove 
them. to know what was in their hearts. When 


this disciplining trial had sufficed, he gave them 


extraordinary supplies,— bread from heaven, and 
water from “‘the rock of flint,’ and raiment 
which waxed not old. The first lesson of the 
divine teaching was the importance of spiritual 
bread obtained through humility and trust in 
God; and the second, that, this being sought and 
obtained, all earthly good shall be added? The 
unsanctified heart reverses this order, grasping 
temporal things, and subordinating the spiritual 
tothem. This is what the devil in the tempta- 
tion desired Christ todo. ‘* Command that these 
stones be made bread.”’ - Don’t wait God's order, 
who would perfect the obedience to the soul, and 
then throw in all inferior good, but take care of 
the body first. So did not Christ. He suffered, 
and did the will of God ; and this was ‘‘ more 
than his meat and drink.’ Our cry should ever 
be — 


** Bread of Heaven, 
Feed me till I want no more.” 


A GOOD NAME. 


“Demetrius hath a good report of all men; and of the 
truth itself.” — 3 John, 12. 

Not only his candid brethren, whose grace 
made them charitable, spoke well of him, but the 
irreligious world were compelled to accord a 
good name to Demctrius. Nor was this concur- 
rent testimony the result of men’s erring judg- 
ments; ‘*the truth itsclf**—the facts in the case 
— sustained this good report. 

“A good name is rather to be chosen than great 
riches,” (Prov. xxii. 1.) 


The Apostolic reason for loving God. “We 
love him because he first loved us.’’—1 John 
iv. 19. 


David’s reason for loving God. “I love the 
Lord because he hath heard my voice and my 
supplications.’’ —116 Ds. 1st verse. 


A good reason for speaking of the things of 
God. **My heart was hot within me; while I 
was musing the fire burned, then spake I with 
my tongue.” — 39 D's. 3d verse. | 


The cause of Isamch’s readiness to run with 
God’s message. ‘Lo, this hath touched thy 
lips,’ (the live coal fror: off the altar.) ‘‘ Then 
said I, Here am I; send me.’’—Is. vi. 7,8. 


What is life? In respect to natural life, ‘* it is 
even avapor that appeareth for a little time and 
then vanisheth away.’ — James iv, 14. But Paul 
could say, ** For me to live is Christ.’”? Christ 
himself declares that ‘‘ He that believeth on the 
Son, hath everlasting life.” —John iii. 36. 


RESOLVES. 
My best resolves are ropes of sand, 
So yielding and unstable; 
I cannot make them aught beside, 
But thou, O God, art able 
To make them, by thy Spirit’s might, 
Stronger than iron cable! 


\ 


\ 
\ 
\ 


a? 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
3 | | 
| | 
Be 
| 
| 
a | 
| | 
( | 
| it 
| 
it 
wa: i 
ay 


TARRY WITH ME. 


A. Hout. 
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a Tar -ry “with me, O my Saviour, For 5" day is passing by; 


2. Faithful mem’ry paints be-fore me, Ev’ry deed and thought of sin ; 


—g— + a = 
See, the shades of evening ga-ther, And the night 1s drawing nigh. 


Tar - ry with me, O my Sa- viour, Pass me not un-heed-ed by. 
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ii thou the food fi filled fountain, Cleanse my guilty soul with - in, 
Tar - ry, thou for-giv-ing Saviour, Wash me wholly from my sin. 


@ 


Tar - ry wid ‘me, O my Sa-viour, Pass me not un-heed - ed by ; 
N 


al 


ar - ry, thou for - giv - ing Saviour, Wash me whol - dy from my sin. 
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3. 4. 
Deeper, deeper grow the shadows ; Feeble, trembling, fainting, dying, | 
Paler now the glowing west ; Lord, I cast myself on thee ; 
Swift the night of death advances, Tarry with me through the darkness, 
Shall it be the night of rest ? While I sleep still watch by me — 
{: Tarry with me, O my Saviour, | : "Till the morning then awake me, 
Lay my head upon thy breast. : Dearest Lord, to dwell with thee. 


Entered la eek to Act of Congress, in the year 1861, by A. Hutt, in the Clerk’s Office ofthe  =-_— 
District Court for the District of Massachusetts. 
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THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY 
| GHOST. 


FIRST PAPER. 


Baptism signifies purification by water. 
It is applied to the washing of hands or of 
any vessel, to render them clean. As in 
most instances we go from the external 
man to the internal, from the material to 
the spiritual,—so the same word is em- 
ployed to denote the purification of the 
soul. In this way we get ideas from the 
visible world around us, and _ transfer 
them to the invisible and spiritual. Thus 
we learn that the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost would mean the purification of the 
whole soul of man by the Spirit of God. 
It differs, perhaps, from the ordinary in- 
fluences of the Spirit as much in a sense 


of fulness and completeness, as in any- 
thing else. 


WHAT IS IMPLIED IN THIS BAPTISM. 


It plies always that the soul is previ- 


ously regenerated. 


Or, in other words, no one ever receives 
this baptism without ‘he has been con- 
verted. It is a blessing that no uncon- 
verted person can receive. We believe 
it may occur cotemporaneously with con- 
version, and no doubt would if the church 
generally were in a baptized state. Spir- 
itual children resemble their parents as 
well as natural. Converts cannot be ex- 
pected to rise higher in the degree of 
their assurance than the church where 
they received their spiritual life. After 
the day of Pentecost converts seemed to 
partake largely of this blessing at once. 


_ They wefe born in a state of assurance. 


Paul seemed to come into this fulness in 
this way.. The disciples themselves evi- 
dently received this baptism some time 
after their conversion. Their own case is 
evidence that a distinction is to be made 
between this baptism and the ordinary 
influences of thé Spirit in regeneration. 
9 


If there is none, how could the Saviour 
have promised his disciples that they 
should be baptized with the Holy Ghost 
not many days hence. If all are thus 
baptized with the Spirit at conversion, 
they might have replied, “ Lord, have we 
not already been baptized, and what can 
it mean that we are to be rebaptized ?” 
The promise itself implies that they were 
to receive a blessing of which they were 
then destitute. Some of them had been 
following and listening to his instructions 
for three years without this divine sanc- 
tion. ‘They manifested none of the power 
that characterized them afterwards, yet 
they had been converted. They were in 
the same state where the greater part of 
the church are in these days. They knew 
Christ as a pardoning Saviour, but not as 
the baptizer, as the purifying Saviour. 
For he is like a refiner’s fire, and like 
fuller’s soap. And he shall sit as a re- 
finer and purifier of silver; and he shall 
purify the sons of Levi, and purge them 
as gold and silver.” It implies the indwell- 
ing of the spirit of God such as is not nec- 
essarily implied in regeneration. The Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost take up their 
abode with the baptized. The Spirit of 
God is no longer a transient guest, a way- 
faring man that tarrieth but for the night, 
but he comes in and abides. “If aman 
love me, he will keep my words; and my © 
Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him.” 
It is no longer a constant struggle for life, 
an effort to retain the presence a 
sacred Three, but the spiritual life “flows 
on without interruption. Like the nat- 
ural life, we make no effort,,to breathe ; 

we cannot stop breathing if we would. 
Just so the spiritual life flows on without 
effort or cessation. It is not “I that lives, 
but Christ that liveth in me, and the life 
which I now live is® by the faith of the 
Son of God.” 

It implies a new and greater under- 
standing of the Scriptures than they ever 
realized before. 
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If any think that they understand the 


truths of God’s Word as they may or need 
to before, they are mistaken. The disci- 
ples did not understand the reiterated in- 
structions of Christ until they were bap-' 


tized with the Holy Ghost, and had 
He preached to them forever, would not, 
as the Comforter manifested the truth to 
them. How suddenly were their minds 
opened to comprehend the meaning of the 
Bible. They quote the prophecies with the 
greatest precision and appropriateness. 
The whole book of Divine revelation is now 
open before them, and they understand 
the meaning and spirituality of the law. 
It implies a stability of the realization of 
the truth of God in the soul. Every one 
converted has probably seen times when 
the truth of God seemed a reality. You 
had no doubt of it; you Inew it to be 
truth. At other times there seemed to be 
nothing in it; you could not realize any- 
thing, and if you had not had that former 
realization, you would not have had any 
hope. In a baptized state this realiza- 
tion becomes constant. an habitual state 
of felt assurance. The evidence of one’s 
acceptance with God lies upon the very 
surface of the mind. The circumstances 
attending this assurance are various, and 
are the least important of anything about 
it. And yet they are often more thought 
of than the thing itself. It is not unusual 
for people to have a pattern both in con- 
version and in the baptism of the Spirit. 
They desire the experience of some one 
else. You need no such thing. You 
need to know God yourself, and if you 
will go to him for this knowledge, you 
shall have an experience of your own, dif- 
fering in some respects from every other, 
and perhaps on this account the more sat- 
isfactory. It will sometimes come as the 
dew, then as the gentle shower, and some- 
times as the torrent. As in conversion, it 


admits of every variety of circumstance, 
attended at times with no emotion, then, 
again, with high emotions, when the waters’ 


of life gush out. 


It implies breaking the power of tempta- 
tion but not preventing it. It gives us vie- 
tory over our easily besetting sins. What 
once would have ruffled the spirit and © 
overcome it. now passes the mind without 
awakening the least attention. You es 
cape the annoyance without any of the 
difficulty before experienced. You can 
hardly tell how. The power of tempta- 
tion is gone. | 

‘It imples faith, great faith, great peace. 
and all those feelings which result from a 
right state of mind and new light: grea? 
zeal, a sperit of prayer, and a spirit ef 
power with God and man. Look at the 
apostles before and after their baptism. 
What.a change! You would hardly have. 
known the same men. With what unc- 
tion did they live and Jabor when bap- 
tized. Look at Peter previous to his bap- 
tism. Though resolute and determined to 
face danger, yet when the hour of tmial 
comes he is afraid of his own shadow, de- 
nving wholly his connection with his Lord. 
Had the apostles gone in this state to the 
work of saving the world, they would not 
have made a convert in a year. The 
Saviour bid them tarry at Jerusalem till 
they were endowed with power from on 
high; to wait for the promise of the Fa-* 
ther. This they did, and when it was 
‘fulfilled, what a change! See now the 
boldness and decision of Peter and John. 
They can look death in the face without 
flinching. They say to the highest tribu- 
nal of the nation when threatened for 
their testimony, “ Whether it be right in 
the sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye. For we can- 
not but speak the things which we. have 
seen and heard.” You can scourge or 


even kill us, but we are going to tell the 


story of the cross to a dying world. They 


could now sympathize with Christ, having 
caught his spirit. They were set on fire 
_with the same’flame, and impressed with 


the same zeal. They received power from 
on high. This baptism implies not only 
purity, but also power. *It is a force im- 
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parting power to the one who has it, qual- 
ifying him to exert it over others. “ But 
ye shall receive power after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you.” These things 
always substantially occur when one is 
baptized with the Holy Ghost. We are 
not to expect the same miraculous man- 
ifestations of the Spirit’s presence. They 
were then important for arresting atten- 


tion and awakening inquiry, but: not es-. 


sential and necessary to the thing itself. 


ued, and the same was repeated without 
the appearance of cloven tongues like as 
fire, and without the mighty rushing wind. 


each other. The predicate quite as much 
respects one branch of the exhortation as 
it does the other. If we would go to 
heaven, it is just as needful that we follow 


peace with all men, as it is that we seek 
| and secure personal holiness. 


When man first sinned, he felt not only 
from his God, but from his fellow-man. 
Love, which had been created with him 
and in him, departed from his soul, and 


left him under the dominion of uncon- 
The effects of the baptism were contin- | trolled selfishness. 


sut the great moral 
change which restores him to God, re- 


stores him also to his fellows. In exact 
proportion as we regain the divine image, 


This baptism has been experienced more | do we regain. the spirit of universal 


or less in the church ever since. There 
are and have been those who have felt 
this power through her entire history. 


(To be continued.) 


SOCIAL HOLINESS. 


Turis is a branch of holiness of which 
little seems to be said. Very possibly 
some who talk much about holiness may 
think the qualifying term: here employed 
wholly out of place. They may imagine 


that holiness respects simply and exclu-. 


sively our relation to God. That this is 
its principal object and aim will be readily 
granted; but it is not, by any means, its 
only one. 
far as our experience of it is genuine, 
does give a right bias, a proper feeling 
towards our fellow-men. If otherwise, 
we know not how to understand St. Paul, 
where he says, “ Follow peace with all 
men, and holiness, without which no man 
can see the Lord.” Heb. xii. 14. The 


coupling of these two acts, following 


peace with all men, and following holi- 
ness, was not a mere accident of the 
apostle. Ie had an obvious and inm- 


portant design in thus associating them; 


for the two things have an intimate rela- 
tion to, and a mutual dependence upon, 


It is designed to give, and, so 


brotherhood. Love, first and supremely, 
exercises itself towards Ged as infinitely 


the greatest and best of beings; but it 
does not, cannot stop there; for it is a 
principle which must, from its very na- 
“ture, expand to embrace the universe. 

It is worthy of remark, though it cer- 
tainly has not been noticed as it ought to 
have been, that, in most places where 
personal holiness is referred to in the 
Scriptures, it is spoken of in connection 
with the exercise of a right disposition 
towards our fellow-creatures. Take a 


few examples: “ Seeing ye have purified 


your souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, sce that ye love one another 
with a pure heart fervently.” 1 Peter i. 
22. “If we love one another, God 
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected 
in us.” 1 John iv. 12. “For all dhe law 
is fulfilled in one word, even in this: 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 
Gal. v. 14. 
same chapter, St. Paul tells us that “ the 


fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 


suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith (more 
properly fidelity), meekness, temperance.” 
These graces respect, almost exclusively, 
our fellow-men; and yet they are the 
fruits of the Divine Spirit; and it is evi- 
dent that they are, most of them, only so 


many varied operations and exercises of 


And, near the close of the: 
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that charity which St. Paul so beautifully 
describes in the thirteenth chapter of his 
first Epistle to Corinthians. Now 
the cultivation of these graces is not only 
essential to a state of purity, but is evi- 
dential of it. Those who have most of 
the spirit of Christ will not only be the 
last to contend, but the most ready to for- 
vive, and the most cheerful in acts of 
kindness to those around them. The 
spirit of holiness will always displace the 
spirit of selfishness. Love to God and 
love to man are, in some sense, co-ordi- 
nate graces, — if, indeed, they can be at 
all separated,— and are eminently charac- 
teristic of the perfect Christian. 

There is one respect, indeed, in which 
the performarfce of these social duties 
more decisively evinces the Christian 
character, and that character, too, in its 
highest style, than the doing of those du- 
ties which are usually classed under the 
head of piety towards God. It is this: 
The performance of the former ordina- 
rily demands a much greater amount of 
self-denial than the latter. It is far easier 
to hear a sermon, celebrate the Lord’s 

Supper, go to class, attend prayer meet- 
ing, read a chapter, pray in secret, pro- 
fess holiness, and the like, than it is to 
repress the feeling of envy, to cast out 
the spirit of malice, or to extinguish the 
spark of resentment kindled by some sup- 
posed injury. The man who cherishes in 
his bosom the disposition of charity to- 
wards his fellow-creatures, especially 
when the does so from a deep sense of 
God’s love to him, and is enabled to make 
some tolerable proficiency in learning of 
Him who is meek and lowly in heart, has 
more of the living and cleansing power 
"of the Holy Ghost in his soul than he who 
- js dissolved in tears by some tender senti- 
ment, who can say great things of his love 
to the Saviour, or who is occasionally 
_ rapt in ecstasy under the moving words 
and melting tones of some eloquent 
preacher. True holiness depends’ upon 
no such adventitious circumstance. The 


heart that is sprinkled by the blood of 
Jesus, and cleansed by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, goes out all but spontane- 
ously in love to God and love to man. 
“ By this shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another.” 

It is, probably, just here that many 
most sadly err. They seem to think a 
clamorous zeal for the doctrine of holli- 
ness, rather than charity, shall hide a 
multitude of sins. The man who can 
pronounce their “shibboleth,” though in 
other respects far from being what he 
should be, is the man for them. They 
themselves can be bitter and censorious, 
selfish and unkind, and yet all is well, so 
long as they are theoretically and, by pro- 
fession, experimentally right on the doc- 
trine of holiness. With such people holi- 
ness is little better than a mere party 
question. Alas! that one of the most 
glorious doctrines of the Bible should be 
thus disparaged. It were well for such 
persons to be quite silent on the subject 
of personal holiness. ‘Their professions 
will do the doctrine no credit. ‘Till they 
can “ put on bowels of mercies, kindness, 
humbleness of mind, meekness, long-suf- 
fering,” the less they say on the subject 
the better. Nothing can compensate for 
the absence of that sincere, holy, obe- 
dient love which the Word of God: en- 
joins as the very essence of religion. “If 
any man among you scem to be religious, 
and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth 
his own heart, this man’s religion is vain. 
Pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, to visit the father- . 
less and widows in their aflliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world.” | 


LOVE OF THE SOUL. “ God,” says Jer- 
emy Taylor, “ places a watery cloud in the 
eye, that the light of heaven shining on it 
may produce a rainbow to be a sacrament > 


and a memorial that God and the sonsof. . 


men do not love to see a man perish.” 
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‘** And they said unto me, The remnant that are 
left of the captivity there in the province, are in 
great affliction and reproach; the walls of Jeru- 
salem also are broken down, and the gates there- 
of are burned with fire. And it came to pass, 
when I heard these words, that I sat down and 
' wept and mourned certain days, and fasted and 
prayed before the God of heaven.”—NEH. i.3, 4. 


THe reformation at Jerusalem, under 
Nehemiah, is peculiarly instructive to 
those friends of Zion at the present day 
who,are trying to rebuild her broken- 
down walls. There is not to be found, 
probably, in the Bible a more encouraging 
example of the happy results of united 
faith and works than is here given. We 
see that Nehemiah and his co-laborers ex- 
ercised as much faith in God as though 
they expected him to do the whole work, 
and, at the same time, did as much them- 
selves as though their entire success de- 
pended on their own efforts. When 
threatened by their adversaries, their 
leader encourages them to fight for their 
right, but, at the same time, to “ remem- 
ber the Lord, which is great and terri- 
ble,” assuring them that ‘* God would fight 
for them.” And, when their enemies 
would discourage them, they reply : “ The 
God of heaven, he will preserve us; there- 
fore, we his servants will arise and build;” 
— while every one, “ with one of his hands, 
wrought in the work, and, with the other, 
held a weapon.” 

Nehemiah was truly a model reformer 
and a glorious example of a faithful gos- 
pel minister. 
at heart. When he learned the sad state 
of things at Jerusalem, the “affliction and 
reproach” of God’s people, on account of 
the.broken-down walls, how he “ mourn- 
ed” and “ wept” and “ fasted” and 
“prayed,” until God heard his prayer, 
and opened his way to undertake that. 
work. Although occupying a high posi- 
tion in the Persian court, and possessed 
of immense wealth, still the people of 


He had the cause of God 


God, and his precious cause, were dearer 
to him than all beside. But it was not 
when Jerusalem was the praise of the 
whole earth, and great in the eyes of the 
nations round about, that Nehemiah took 
such a deep interest in her welfare. Ah, 
no! It was when he was told that the 
“remnant who were left of the captivity 
were in great affliction and reproach on 
account of the desolations their enemies 
had made. 

He identified himself with that little 
remnant, and was not ashamed to have it 


known that this poor, despised, reproached, 


afllicted people were his people, and their 
God his God. ' Many glory in standing by 
the cause of. God when it seems to be in 
prosperity, when all men speak well of 
it, and it costs nothing to be a church 
member; but how few, comparatively, 
stand by it when it is a remnant, in great 
affliction and reproach. May God help 
us to count the cost; for we believe the 


day is not far distant, when it will cost as _ 


much to be identified with the real cause 
of God, as it ever has in any age of the 
world. 

There exists a striking similarity be- 
tween Jerusalem, when Nehemiah wept 
and mourned over its desolations, and Zion 
at the present day. The wall of Jerusa- 
lem had once been built; but much of it 
was broken down, and laid waste, by their 
enemies, which brought great affliction and 
reproach on the cause and people of God. 
And are not the walls of Zion now ina 
similar state ? Much that was once built 
is broken down, —i. e., many who were 
once alive in God, and polished stones in 
the wall, are now backslidden, dead, and 
buried under the rubbish cf the world. 
Besides these, there are a large number 
who have taken conviction for conversion ; 
a superficial, for a thorough, work; who 
have taken upon them the Christian pro- 
fession, without even counting the cost of 
coming out from the world and renouncing 
all for Christ. Every one taken into the 
church, all covered over with the rubbish 
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of the world, adds to the desolation of 
Zion and the afflictions of her real friends, 
and brings a sad reproach on the precious 
cause of God. 

Where is the Christian, with the “ sin- 
gle eye,” whose whole body is full of light, 
who does not deeply feel the truth of this? 
Ask those who are walking in the light of 
the Spirit, and laboring for the salvation 
of souls, what they find to be the greatest 
reproach to the cause of God, and the 
greatest stumbling-block in the way of 
the awakening and conversion of sinners, 
and what is doing the most to convert the 
world to infidelity. They will not point 
you to this or that infidel club, nor 
to the writings of Paine, Voltaire, or 
Hume, but to the broken-down walls of 
Zion, the inconsistent lives’ of professing 
Christians. None can know the reproach 
such professors bring on the cause of 
Christ, as those who make personal efforts 
for the salvation of souls. In nine cases 
out of ten, the unconverted are found 
stumbling over these heaps of rubbish in 
the church. Nor is it an easy matter 
now-a-days to get sinners under deep con- 
viction for their sins, especially if they are 
men of morality and integrity; for they 
see but little difference between the mass 
of professing Christians and themselves. 

We were more than ever convinced of 
this truth, while talking with one of those 
candid, moral, open-hearted sinners, 
whom we met recently, while distributing 
tracts. He received a tract very respect- 
fully, and, when asked if he enjoyed reli- 
gion, he replied: “Ido not. My time is 
so occupied with my business [he was a 
lawyer], I do not, perhaps, give as much 
attention to these things as I should.” 
“ Well, sir,” I replied, ‘lawyers have etér- 
nal interests to care for as well as others ; 
and, unless they become converted, 
they will just as surely lose their souls as 
other men.” He replied: believe 
that; but I think I will stand as good a 
chance of being saved as the majority of 
those who profess religion; for I think I 


am quite as pious as the greater part of 
them. I am intimately acquainted with 
many business men, who profess to have 
met with this change of heart of which 
you speak, and I have watched them 
closely, to see if I could discover any 
change in their lives; but I usually find 
them as eager and as covetous for the 
world, and as close for a bargain, and of- 
ten as unjust in their dealing, as before ; 


hence I conclude they are not changed.” 


When the sinner meets us with exam- 
ples like these, of professors who have nei- 
ther the form nor the power of godliness, 
we never feel that it honors God, or is 
in the least for his glory, to deny either 
the fact or the seeming force of the in- 
ference drawn from it. Some think the 
charity which believeth and beareth and 


suffereth all things, and thinketh no evil, . 


requires us always to defend the church; 
but, if we would stand up for God’s truth, 
we must necessarily be opposed to sin of 
all shades, degrees, and colors, whether in 
the church or out of it: hence we must 
bear our faithful testimony against the un- 
Christlike conduct and course of thou- 
sands, who, while in the church, are doing 
more to create and confirm infidelity than 
all the avowed infidels in the land. 

Yes, verily, it is for God’s glory that 
we let sinners know that we do not con- 
sider such professors true representatives 
of our holy religion ; but, at the same time, 
warn them against the sophistry of suppos- 
ing that such inconsistencies furnish any 
excuse for the neglect of religion, or that 
they will constitute any ground of justifica- 
tion at the last day ; for God will surely hold 
them responsible for the light which ena- 
bles them to see so clearly these wrongs in 
the church. 

Thus we did with this interesting young 
man, and added, “ Surely, you ought not 
to neglect religion because it has false 
representatives. You would not re- 
ject a good bill on the B—n Bank, be- 
cause you happened to find a counterfeit 
on that bank, would you? ” —“ Oh no,” 
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he replied ; “but, if ninety-nine out of 


every hundred of these bills were counter- 
feit, we should not want much-to do with 
the bank.” ‘This remark made a deep im- 
pressionon my mind. Ah, I thought, how 
true ! 
these bills were counterfeit, we should not 
want much to do with the bank. Yes, in- 
deed, if but ten of every hundred were 
spurious, it would bring the bank into 
disrepute. And thus is the precious cause 
of Christ in great disgrace and reproach ; 


and true religion is treated with neglect 


and contempt because of its false repre- 
sentatives, | 

Unfortunately, it is the moral class, and 
those also of an inquiring, investigating 
turn of mind, who are most stumbled at 
this state of things in the church; those 
who trace cause to ¢ffects,.and effects to 
cause, — those who must ascertain the 
why and wherefore of things; men of abili- 
ties, who, if wholly sanctified to God, 
would fill the highest posts of usefulness 
in the church. But, alas, how few of such 
persons are reached by the gospel at the 
present time! And why isit? Ah, it is 
because of the ruins and rubbish of the 
broken-down walls,—the backsliders, 
the half-hearted, worldly-minded church 
members, all of whom give the lie to 
Christianity, and lead ungodly men to feel 
that if the mass of church members are 
going to heaven they have nothing to 
fear. 
“the power of real holiness” in the hearts 
and lives of those who profess that blessed 
grace, — a power that would strike con- 
viction to the heart of an unsaved man, 
and make even the most moral and the 
most self-righteous and worldly-wise feel 
that the Christian had something that the 
rest of the world had not, and something 
that even the most righteous of the world 
must have, in order to be saved. 

But, as it is, even those of the less 


_thoughtful class, who are induced to seek 


religion in revivals of the present day, 
form their ideas of it from what they find 


If but fifty of every hundred of 


It ig also because of the lack of 


‘they speak the language of each. 


in the church; and, as they see but little 
of that self-denial, or renunciation of the 
world, which should distinguish the mass 
of professors from themselves, is it any 
wonder if their convictions for sin are 
slight; and many of them fall into the 
fatal mistake of taking such convictions 
and a few good desires and good resolutions 
for true conversion, never knowing what 
it is to be made a new creature in Christ 
Jesus? Thus are they born, not into the 
kingdom of God, but into the church, with 
a profession of religion, it is true, but re- 
taining all their former love of the world, 
and covetous desires of the same. 

Hence the church now is in much the 
same confusion God's people were in, 
when Nehemiah began that part of the 
reformation of separating them from the 
people of the land. Many of them had 
married strange wives of the Ashdodites, 
which was contrary to the law of God; 
and their children were half Jew and half 
Ashdod, and could not speak. the Jew’s 
language properly, but spoke a mongrel 
dialect. This much resembles the unhap- 
py result which necessarily follows the 
unscriptural union of the church and the 
world. Her spiritual children are usually 
half for-God and half for the world, and 
When 
in class or prayer meeting, they talk like 
the children of God; they tell of their 
good desires and good resolutions: bat 
when with the world, they talk like the 


world, and are as light and trifling as the — 


worldlings around them. 

Oh, how much is needed an old-fash- 
ioned Jerusalem reformation throughout 
the entire church of God! And, in order 


to this, how much is needed the /aith- 


ful, fearless, self-sacrificing Nehemiahs to 
raise the standard of religion, and place 
it where the God of the Bible has placed 
it. It is true, such a work would be no 
less formidable than was the rearing 


of the walls of Jerusalem, done, as it was, 


amidst the violent opposition of enemies 
from within and without ; nor was the force 
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of those without more terrible than the 
subtilty of those within. But they be- 
lieved that the God of heaven would pros- 
per: them ; therefore it was not in the 
power of man to stop the work. And 
thus would God prosper every faithful 
minister and laborer who would resolve, 
in the name of the Lord, to do a thorough 
work, and raise the Bible standard of re- 
ligion, even though it raised the whole 
world in opposition against him. Such 
laborers would soon see the same happy 
results follow their faith and works that 
followed these ancient reformers. The 
walls of one Zion would be speedily 
built, and the church of Christ become a 
“ glorious church, not having spot or wrin- 
kle, or any such thing.” 


‘BINGHAMTON, Feb. 10, 1862. 


OVER THE RIVER. 


The following beautiful lines, attributed to a lady of 
Hinsdale, N. H., we believe have never appeared in our 
columns. They constitute a gem worthy of preservation. 


OVER the river they beckon to me,— 

Loved ones who’ve crossed to the further side; 
The gleam of their snowy robes I see, 

But their voices are lost in the dashing tide. 
There’s one with ringlets of sunny gold, 

And eyes the reflection of heaven’s own blue; 
He crossed in the twilight gray and cold, 

And the pale mist hid him from mortal view; 
We saw not the angels who met him there, 

The gates of the city we could not see,— 
Over the river, over the river, | 

My brother stands waiting to welcome me! 


. Over the river the boatman pale 
Carried another, the household pet; 
Her brown curls waved in the gentle gale,— 
Darling Minnie! I see her yet. : 
She crossed on her bosom her dimpled hands, 
- And fearlessly entered the phantom bark, 
We felt it glide from the silver sands, 
And all our sunshine grew strangely dark; 
We know she is safe on the further side, 
Where all the ransomed and angels be; 
Over the river, the mystic river, 
_ My childhood’s idol is waiting for me. 


For none return from those quiet shores, 
Who cross with the boatman cold and pale; 


We hear the dip of the golden oars, 
And catch a gleam of the snowy sail ; 
And lo! they have passed from our yearning 
hearts, 

They cross the stream and are gone for aye. 
We may not sunder the veil apart 

That hides from our vision the gates of day; 
We only know that their barks no more 

May sail with us o’er life’s stormy sea; 


“Yet somewhere I know, on the unseen shore, 


They watch, and beckon, and wait for me. 


And I sit and think when the sunset’s gold 
Is flushing river and hill and shore, 

I shall one day stand by the water cold 

_- And list for the sound of the boatman’s oar; 

I shall watch for a gleam of the flapping sail; 
I shall hear the boat as it gains the strand; 

I shall pass from sight with the boatman pale, 
To the better shore of the spirit land; 

I shall know the loved who have gone before, 
And joyfully sweet will the meeting be, 

When over the river, the peaceful river, 
The Angel of Death shall carry me. 


HOW TO MEET INFIDELITY. 


The Rev. H. W. Beecher thus alludes to his 
method of dealing with skeptics: — 


DvurinG aministry of twenty-five years 
it has been my privilege tedirect hundreds 
and thousands of persons in matters per- 
taining to religion, and to meet every pos- 
sible form of objection. “Here is my 
position, and this is my argument.” What 
I say to him is this,— this is the spirit of 
it, mean: “Am I your brother? Do 
you touch me? Will you take my medi- 
cine? Then, oh! my brother, nothing 
will convince you of the truths of Chris- 
tianity so much as the life of Christ in 
your soul. The disclosure to you of a 
living Saviour may not sweep away your 
mis-reasonings and objections, but it will 
give you peace. No philosophy can do 
more than to lead you away from God. 
No reasoning can ever lead you to him. 
After you have obtained a knowledge of 


| God through Jesus Christ, reason can meas- 


ureit, and confirm it, and give you the logi- 
cal sequences of it; but reason can never 


carry you forward in the work of re- 
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generation. After you have become re- 
generated, it can go back and review and 
explain what you have done. The only 
way to have peace with God is to have 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. That will 
give it; nothing else will; and when a 
man has obtained it, he has come into a 
state in which his consciousness is more to 
him than any man’s fault-finding or cavil- 
ing.” 
Take a man who has never read Dide- 
rot, nor Bolingbroke, nor Voltaire, nor 
Hume, nor any of the whole swarm of 
infidel writers, and who does not know 
what there is that proves religion to be all 
a fable, and let him come to have a per- 
ception of the nature of God, and he will 
say, ‘“ Whereas I was blind, I now see. 
Whereas I followed my passions blindly, 
I now guide and control them. And what 
is more, the Lord Jesus Christ is to me a 
hope of glory. No man shall take away 
from me the consciousness I have of his 
all-sufficient power to save me.” And he 
is right; for I say that this living, moral 
consciousness is itself the soundest philo- 
sophical argument. No man finds any- 
thing more reliable than that; and no 
man will have a firm ground for his hope 
of salvation till he has reached that, and 
ean say, “Christ is my friend, my com- 
- panion, my God, and my everlasting re- 
ward.” 


REV. H. W. BEECHER’S EXPERI- 


ENCE. 


, In arecent sermon Mr. Beecher thus alludes to 
his conversion and subsequent experience : — 


I was a child of teaching and prayer; 
I was reared in the household of faith; I 
knew the Catechism as it was taught; I 
was instructed in the Scriptures as they 
were expounded from the pulpit, and read 
by men; and yet, till after I was twenty- | 
one years old, I groped without the knowl- 
edge of God in Christ Jesus. I know not 


what the tablets of eternity have written 
down, but I think that when I stand in 
Zion, and before God, the brightest thing 
which I shall look back upon will be that 
blessed morning of May when 4t pleased 
God to reveal to my wandering soul the 
idea that it was his nature to love a man 
in his sins for the sake of helping him out 
of them; in short, that he felt toward 
me as my mother felt toward me, to whose 
eyes my wrong doing brought tears, who 
never pressed me so close to her as when 
I had done wrong, and who would fain, 
with her yearning love, liit me out of 
trouble. And when I found that it was_ 
Christ’s nature to lift men out of weakness 
to strength, out of impurity to goodness, 
out of everything low and debasing to su- 
periority, I felt that I had found a God. 
I shall never forget the feelings with which 
I walked forth that May morning. The 
golden pavements will never feel to my 
feet as then the grass felt to them; and 
the singing of the birds in the woods — 
for I roamed in the woods — was cacopho- 
nous to the sweet music of my thoughts ; 
and there were no forms in the universe 
which seemed to me graceful enough to 
represent the Being, a conception of whose 
character had just dawned upon my mind. 
I felt, when I had, with the Psalmist, 
called upon the heavens, the earth, the 
mountains, the streams, the floods, the 
birds, the beasts, and-universal being to 
praise God, that I had called upon nothing 
that could praise him enough for the 
revelation of such a nature as that in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
Time went on, and next came the dis- 
closure of a Christ ever present with me ; 


| a Christ that never was far-from me, but 


was always near me, as a companion and 
friend, to uphold and sustain me. This 
was the last and the best revelation of 
God’s Spirit to my soul. It is only when 
the soul measures itself down deep, and 

says, “I am all selfish, and proud and 
weak, and easy to be tempted to wrong ; 
Ihave a glimmering sense of the right, 
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and to-day I promise God that I will fol-' 
low it; but to-morrow I turn the promise 
into sin; to-day I lift up myself with 
resolutions, but to-morrow I sink down 
with discéuragement ; there is nothing 
in me that is good; from the crown of 
my head to the sole of my feet I am full 
of wounds, and bruises, and putrefying 
sores;” it is only then that a man has 
passed through ‘death to life, from dark- 
ness to hight, from sorrow to joy. 


MORAL BEAUTY. 


Breavurty may be defined the assemblage 
of certain qualities, so arranged as to im- 
press the mind with pleasure and elicit its 
approval. ‘The world has been ordained 
by the supreme Architect with the beauti- 
ful to delight the eye and fascinate the 
mind. 

There is the beautiful sun with its 
golden light, the broad firmament of 
heaven with its sparkling gems, and the 
earth with its carpet of green and varie- 
gated landscapes. Beauty of person arises 
from that symmetry of form and features 
which impress the beholder with delight ; 
but mora} beauty is a combination of vir- 
tues blended in such harmony as to pro- 
duce true symmetry of character. De- 
formity of person has its origin in an un- 
natural development of some part of the 
physical organism. Deformity of mind 
and character arises from a disproportion- 
ate development of our mental and moral 
constitutions; and to develop the intel- 
lectual and neglect the moral, as is too 
_ Often the case, proves destructive to the 
symmetry of the mind. The moral ought 
to be cultivated with the mental, and the 
moral should have the pre-eminence, while 
the mental shduld be subordinate, in order 
to secure harmony. The mind thus eul- 
tivated as a whole, and adorned with all 
the intrinsic Virtues of our holy religion, 
constitutes its ashe symmetry. 


Many endeavor to cultivate a taste for 
the beautiful, and secure an exquisite re- 
finement in discriminating between the 
elegant and lovely and those possessed of 
opposite characteristics ; but to possess a 
refined and discriminating taste for the 
morally beautiful is much more important 
and useful; and with becoming diligence 
should we cultivate such a taste, elevating 
and ennobling our moral nature, and giv- 
ing a just appreciation of the delicate tines 
of purity and virtue; and if the former 
affords pleasure and awakens interest, 
how much more should the latter give ex- 
quisite pleasure to the mind and an inten- 
sity of interest in the pursuit of this noble 
object. Personal beauty cannot be pos- 
sessed by all, however desirous of its at- 
tainment, but all may possess true moral 
excellence, and their character may be 
radiant with the sparkling diamonds of 
humility, love and truth. Beauty of per- 
son has its temptations, and requires care 
and vigilance to protect and. preserve it 
from ruin; but the beauty of holiness may 
be possessed without any such liability. It 
is the grand preservative, giving vigor, 
stability, harmony, and divine symmetry 
to the soul. Personal beauty might intro- 
duce us into the society of, others, from 
which we would be excluded without it, 
and the social advantages thus secured 
might enhance our happiness; but, the 
moral beauty of holiness would introduce 
us into the exalted society of God’s peo- 
ple on earth, and render us eligible to 
commingle in the pure and holy society 
of saints and angels in heaven. And the 
perfect happiness attendant upon such 
high associations must be indescribable: 
And if beauty of form and features are 
desirable from the advantages accruing 
from them, how much more desirable is 
that perfect symmetry of character arising 
from the whole assemblage of Christian 


| virtues adorning the inner and outer man. 


Its advantages are beyond computation. 
It will not be confined to time, but eter- 
nity alone can unfold its glorious results. 
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Earthly beauty is destined to decay and 
fade from our vision. Though bright, 
beautiful and enchanting are the scenes 
of earth, yet they are transient and 
ephemeral. The golden light of day soon 
‘fades, shut out by the sable curtain of 
night. The rainbow, this symbol of di- 
vine mercy, appears for a moment and is 
gone. The broad and beautiful landscape, 
which thrills with delight, soon disappears, 
wrept in the winding-sheet of winter. 
Personal beauty and loveliness soon fade 
away ; time and disease produce their fatal 
blight, until the sad drapery of the tomb 
covers us forever. But the beauty of ho- 
liness is imperishable and eternal ; it can- 
not decay; its fadeless light and purity 
can never be lost; it will shine on, and 
shine ever in the cloudless eftulgence of 
the Eternal Sun, adding new beauty and 
increasing delight to the soul. 

Then to possess holiness, in its essential 
elements, is far above all earthly beauty 
or splendor; and we should not be satis- 
fied with admiring and bestowing appro- 
priate encomiums upon it, but seek to have 
it in actual possession ; for to possess it is 
to possess true happiness, and a qualifica- 
tion for the fadeless rewards of the per- 
fect in heaven. 


SANCTIFICATION BY FAITH. 


FIRST PAPER. 


BEFORE entering on the subject itself, 
a few words may be well to explain an 
. apparent difference, which is not a real 
one, in the manner.in which. Christian 
men express themselves. The most op- 
posite doctrines may be taught almost in 
the same words, and the same doctrine 
may be taught in very different words. 
“It is of great importance to truth and 
love to distinguish in both cases. 

The word sanctify is used in two senses 
in the Bible: to reckon holy, as when it is 


said, “Sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts,” * and to make holy, as when it is 
said, “ The very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly.” The noun sanctification 
appears to me only used in Seripture in 
the second of these senses; but as the 
verb sanctify is used most frequently, and 
always in the Epistle to the Hebrews, in 
the first of these senses, it cannot be 
fairly called unscriptural, though it may 
be inexpedient, to use the noun sanctifi- 
cation in a similar sense, so that this sense 
is not given it in texts which require the 
other. 

The two words justification and sancti- 
fication are formed, in the original, the 
one from the word rivhteous, and the 
other from the word holy. The differ- 
ence between holiness and righteousness 
is only in the way in which we look at 
them. «The holiness of Christ; when 
thought of as meritorious, is called right- 
eousness ; and for this reason, stead of 
saying that holiness is imputed to the be- 
liever, which would not be incorrect, we 
generally say, and Scripture says, that 
righteousness is imputed to him, which. is 
more correct, and prevents the error of 
losing sight of the holiness which is im- 
parted to him. For the same reason it is 
better to follow the example set us in the 
Bible (notwithstanding the double mean- 
ing of sanctify) of using justification for 
the reckoning Christ’s holy acts, both of 
suffering and obedience, or, in one word, 
his righteousness, to the believer’s ac- 
count, and sanctification only for the 
work of the Holy Ghost in the believer's 
heart.. J ustification is the reckoning 
all that is Christ’s as mine, my complete- 
nesMn him; and sanctification, which we 
are now to ‘consider, is that which is 
inward, the Spirit’s work within the 
already justified believer. | 


~* The distinction between sanctify, inthe 
first sense, and justify, is simply that in the one 
case the reference is to the types of the ceremo- 
nial law, in the other case to the proceedings of a 
court of justice. 
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The word translated sanctification oc- 
curs only in the following passages, some- 
times rendered sanctification, sometimes 
holiness: Romans vi. 19, 22— “ Yield 
your members servants to righteousness 
unto holiness ;” “But now, being made 
free from sin, and become servants to 
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness ;” 


1 Thess. iv. 3,4—“For this is the will 


of God, even your sanctification, that ye 
should abstain from fornication; that 
every one of you should know how to 
possess his vessel in sanctification and 
honor;” “For God hath not called us 
unto uncleanness, but unto holiness ;” 
2 Thess. ii. 13 — “Sanctification of the 
Spirit;” 1 Tim. 1. 15—“If they con- 
tinue in faith, and charity, and holiness, 
with sobriety ;” 1 Peter i. 2—“ Sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit;” in which it must 
inglisputably mean the inward work of 
the Iloly Ghost in the believer's heart, 
acting on his outward life; and in two 
other texts, of which the interpretation 
is disputed, 1 Cor. i. 80, and Heb. xii. 14. 
In Heb. xii. 14, “ Follow peace with all 
men, and holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord,” the connection with 
a peaceable spirit, and the command to 
follow it, show that it is an inward grace, 
and an object of pursuit to the believer. 
Justification the believer has not to follow 
or pursue; he has it as perfectly the 
moment he believes, as when he stands 
before the throne. And in 1 Cor. i. 30, 
to understand sanctification of anything 
exterior to the believer’s own heart, is to 
make it mean the same thing as justifica- 
tion, and, therefore, to render the clause 
superfluous. If by “ Christ is made unto 
us righteousness,” is meant that allMhat 
is Christ’s is mine, — his sufferings mine, 
his obedience mine, that I am in the 
sight of God as he is, “Jesus Christ is 
made unto us sanctification” must mean 


~ something distinct from this; and sanctifi- 


cation must relate not to what is without 
me, but to what is within me ; must relate 
to inward holiness, as in all the other 


texts. In short, by “Jesus Christ is made 
unto us righteousness,” I understand all 
that those who interpret the next word 
differently understand by “ Jesus Christ 
is made unto us sanctification,” or holiness, 
righteousness being only holiness looked 
on as meritorious; and therefore by 
“ Jesus Christ is made unto us sanctifi- 
cation,” something altogether different. 

How our personal holiness is derivéd ° 
from Christ, will appear in considegng 
in what way sanctification is by. faith. 
But I am anxious that it should be seen 
what statements are opposed, and what 
are identical. ‘Those who teach that 
justification is, or includes, a change of 
heart and life; and those who use the 
word sanctification, as Paul himself, in 
Hebrews, uses the word sanctify, for 
Christ’s work for us, in short, for justifi- 
cation, as wellas for the Spirit’s work in 
us; both use the word justification and 
sanctification interchangeably. But their 
doctrines are the antipodes of each other. 
The first destroy the gospel by doing 
away with justification altogether; the 
second teach the whole truth about justi- 
fication, and the whole truth about sancti- 
fication ; and the only objection to their 
use of the word sanctification in that 
double sense in which Paul uses the 
word sanctify, is, that by so doing they 
are sometimes supposed to teach the very 
opposite to that which they do teach. 
It is very important to see that there is 
perfect agreement in doctrine among 
some between whom there is this slight 
difference in the use of a word. Itisa 
mere question of nomenclature, and there 
is something to be said in favor of both. 
‘The reader will understand that in what 
follows, by justification is intended the 
reckoning of all that is Christ’s to the 
believer, and by sanctification, the work 
of grace in the believer's heart and life; 
and what we are going to consider is — 
God’s method of sanctification, or sancti- 
fication by faith. 


Sanctification is constantly mentioned 


4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
« 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
4 
j ) 
4 
4 
a 
| 


. acceptance. 


SANCTIFICATION BY FAITH. 141 


in Scripture without being named; for 


instance, in Romans v. 2, which will serve 


as a basis for the fellowing remarks. The 
whole of the first verse, “ Therefore, 
being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
refers to the sinner’s justification. It is 


sometimes supposed that “peace with 


God” means inward peace of heart, 
which is a part of our sanctification, or 
our being made holy; whereas, it really 


means being reconciled to God, having 


the condition changed, so as to be no 
longer looked on in God’s sight as an 
enemy ; but, on the contrary, instead of 
a rebel, counted as being, through Christ, 
deserving in the highest degree of God’s 
favor, and invested with glory and im- 
mortality. And not only is the verse all 
occupied with this subject, but it com- 
prises all that need be said on the sub- 
ject; the thing itself, “justification ;” 
the instrument by which it is received, 
“faith;” the result of it, “peace with 
God,” acceptance into his favor ; and the 
cause of it, * by our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
- Sometimes we are said to be “in 
Christ,” which shows the reason of our 
As le is, so are we in 
God’s sight. Ilere it is said to be by or 
through Christ, which shows the cause of 
it. It is not our righteousness, but his, 
which deserves the favor. We are re- 
ceived on his account, and though in our- 
selves utterly unrighteous, yet through 


his merits accepted and justified; all 


which is said completely and roundly, so 
as to need nothing else to be said, in the 
words, “ Being justified by faith, we have 


peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 


Christ.” | 

What follows is equally distinct, and 
has nothing to do with our justification, 
but refers wholly and entirely to our 
sanctification : “‘ By whom also we have 


—access by faith into this grace wherein 


we stand, and rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God.” ' 
“The grace wherein we gtand” is an 


inward state of mind. That it is so seems 
clear ffom its being joined with rejoicing 
and hope. It is quite true that grace 
may, and often does, mean nothing but 
the favor of God; but here it seems 
rather to mean the result of that favor 
in the creation of a new life within. 
That new creation within is called grace, 


because the effect of God’s grace or 


favor; as it is also called spirit, because 
it is the work of God’s Spirit in the heart. 
There is within the believer’s heart a 
new spring of being. It is not only true 
that he has been accepted of God in 
Christ Jesus, but it is also true that 


|he has been made partaker of a new 


life. We cannot too carefully keep 
these things distinct. They are some- 
times mixed up through a confusion of 
thought; but, whether the words are in 
fault or the thoughts are in fault, it al- 
ways produces evil. ‘These are points 
which every Christian man may under- 
stand. There is no reason whatever 
why belieyers should have indistinct 


ideas about such matters as justification 


and sanctification. They are written in 
the Bible as with a sunbeam. If they 
are not clear to you, if you can only ex- 
press them in words which contain no 
sharp, definite meaning, it is because you 
have not given your mind to the point. 
I am speaking of believers: it is other- 
wise with those who are not Christians. 
There is a marvellous blindness in their 
hearts, which prevents them from seeing 
things clearly ; but when that veil has 
been removed, it is only a want of atten- 
tion, a habit of looking at things with- 
out looking through things, that on this 
particular matter makes their thoughts 
obscure and their words misty. 

Grace exhibits itself in many different 
ways ; but it always is the accordance of 
the mind and heart with God. In the 


sense in which we are considering it now, 


of the inward work of God’s Spirit in the 
soul, it is always holiness, at all events in 
the germ. ‘This holiness consists in a 
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mind conformed to God’s mind ; it shows | only that it is shown, but in all the most 
itself in those dispositions, words, Actions, ordinary affairs. Things which others 
do without any holiness may be so done 
thoughts, feelings, motives, which os by the child of God as to make the most 
pleasing to him. The fruits of the Spirit simple act divine. There is a dash of 
are the results of grace. “The fruit of; heaven about it; and, though in itself 
the “Spirit,” Paul says, “is love, joy, nothing, yet it does become well-pleasing 
peace, iong-sullering, gen ss, £ Sanctification means children obeyin 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance.” Our parents, — wives loving husbands, and 
sanctification is the development of this husbands loving wives, — men dealing 
fruit, of which the seed is sown in regen- | honestly one with another — diligence in 
business, and other such plain matters 
done before God. .We must never for- 
some of these fruits of the Spirit are what get that it includes these things. When 
we should all naturally speak of as holi- grace reaches a heart, it interferes with 
ness, others of them we should have everything, it leaves no corner unvisited. 
counted rather as privileges than as It is not content to compromise matters ; 
4 but it must have the whole. And while 
Satan would be glad enough to give up 
part if he might keep the nest, Christ 
will make no such agreement. He claims 
the Whole man, body, soul, and spirit; all 
the actions, all the words, all the motives, 
all the life; and the grace in which his 
people stand has respect to it all. It is 
}an inward state of mind, which gives its 
color to the whole life, and affects all the 
actions. It results in obedience to God’s 
law, in conformity to God’s mind, in re- 
semblance to God himself; completed, it 
is glory. For this is the glorified state, 
to be holy as God is holy, and pure as he 
is pure. 

I have endeavored to state what sancti- 
fication is, and in the following number 
will proceed to show how it is that we 
are sanctified by faith. — The King’s 
Highway. 


eration ; and you will observe, that while 


duties. “Joy” and “peace” come next 
to “love” in the enumeration. The dis- 
tinction between duty and privilege 1s 
not awide one; it is the believer’s duty 
to be happy,— it is his privilege te be 
holy. ‘The grace in which believers 
stand is that of happy holiness and _ holy 
happiness, 

Those -have not learned anything 
aright who have not found out that 
their happiness consists in holiness, and 
that, instead of holiness being the way 
to salvation, it is itself a part of’ salva- 
tion. Ilere it is that the Christian and 
the man of the world cannot understand 
each other. ‘They look upon holiness 
in two entirely different lights. | The 
unsaved one looks at it, reads, perhaps, 


ready to say, “If I could but do those 
things, I should be safe; but they are so ' 
hard; so difficult, so unpleasant, I wish — i 
they were cut down to my level.” The 


saved one looks at it, and is ready to say,, HOW THE CHILD BECAME CON- 

Pane beautiful! how delightful! how QUEROR IN THE GREATEST 
ad I am to see what I am to be — what nite 

re OF ALL STRUGGLES. 


od will make me to become! I find in 
myself so much that fills me with grief 
and shame; but here is the pattern to 
which I am to be conformed. This is . 
what I shall be.” I{er mother, in giving an account of 
things. | her sickness and death, says: — Celia’s 
may be seen in all the daily cireum- . 

stances of life; it has to do with all our to was great; me 
concerns, and finds its Cpe not only | Would endure the severest operations upon 
in divine things, but in all the daily busi-| her throat for the sake of life. She had 
ness of life. All things can be done in a} seen her brother iff a dying state, and had 


holy way; the most common duties can b 
: y egn removed 
be sanctified, and made to glow with the e oved to another room to avoid 


‘She let go of all, and clung to Christ.” 


light of heaven. Grace moulds and fash- her witnessing hisagony. She knew when 


ions all things; and it is not in what we | he died, for I begged her to spare me to 
are pleased to consider religious works! stay by him in his last moments. When 
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I asked her if she could give up life as 
willingly as he did, she replied, “I want 
to get well.” We had spoken to her every 


day of the necessity of a spirit of submis-_ 
sion, and she promised, when first sick, to 


pray that her heart might be made right b 
in the sight of God. On the 6th of Feb., 
the ninth day of her sickness, she said 
she had prayed every day, but did not 
feel willing to die. 
day, she said, “ Well, if I must die, I 
must; but I don’t want to.” Friday af- 


ternoon her mind seemed more calm, and 


Saturday she let go of all, and clung to 
Christ. 


badly, and vomited so frequently, that she 


could not lie down; and while her father 
and I were holding her, by turns, in our 
arms, on the bed, we could hear her pray- 
ing in whispers, “ Father, thy will be 


done.” ‘Save me, Lord, save me!” 
look to thee, oh! my Father!” Lord | 
Jesus, receive my spirit!” ‘Tliese, and 


other expressions, we caught from her 


dying lips through the day and _ night. 
She had asked us to pray for her before, 
but that day she asked us several times. 
We assured her that we were engaged in’ 
prayer for her, and then she would go on | 
with renewed vigor. While dictating 
some letters to her absent brothers, she 


said, “ Tell them, God doeth all things | 
well. I trust in God; he doeth all things: 
well.” At another time, she said, * Ged 


knows what is best, and this is right. 
Saturday night she wished us both to pray 
aloud. We knelt by her bedside and 


prayed. Sabbath morning she wished us 
to sing, — 


** Around the throne of God in heaven, 
Thousands of children stand ;”’ 


and said, “I shall soon sing there.” She 


talked of her funeral with as much quiet- 
ness as she would of fher Sabbath school. 
She said, “If I die to-day, mother, when 
will you have my funeral?” I said, Your 
disease is such, I suppose Tuesday. 


The next day, Fri- 


She had become so dizzy, that. 
she could not sit alone, and choked so 


”| young 


thought so,” said she ; “ but, mother, don’t 
you cry any more; don’t cry then, but 
think of me in heaven.’ I shall be happy 
there; — no more suffering, no more 
sorrow. We shall all be there, by-and- 
.” She then asked her father to sing, 
a “ There will be no more sorrow there.’ 3 
“ Rest for the weary ” she wanted to hear 
often. I said to her this Sabbath morn- 
ing, Now rest against my shoulder, and 
try to get a little sleep. She replied, “I 
want to sleep in Jesus, and rest in heav- 
en.” She had her reason until the last, 


and said, “ I'm dying.” I said, 
Yes, dear; is it peaceful dying? She ap- 


peared to listen, her eyes being closed, 
and replied, “I hear music.” Then she 
opened her eyes more than usual, and 
said, “ Who is here?” Itold her. Said. 
she, “ Tell them all I want them to meet 
me in heaven.” ‘Then she wished her 
father to pray. he asked her if vocally; 
she said, “ Yes.” He hesitated, as he was 
‘sobbing. Said she, “If he don’t pray 
quick, I shall die before I hear him.” He 
knelt by her side, and prayed ; and when 
he arose, she motioned to him for a kiss, 
and then to me, and gave us an affection- 
ate farewell kiss. A few hours before 
this, she had asked for her little sister and 
brother, and kissed them, and bid them 
good-bye; but she asked again; and we 
held them to her for this last sign of her 
love. Then she said, “ I am going now.” 
In a few moments she was gone. So this 
of fifteen years, met the 
“king of terrors.” Praise be given to 
Jesus Christ who shielded her. 

And what beauty, as well as admoni- 
tion, is there in the thought that the 
younger the child, the more easily is this | 
victory of victories gained. We have an 
instance in the case of the little dying 
brother referred to. Says his mother: I 
asked, when in the beginning of his sick- 
ness he said “I shall die, mother,” “Are 
vou willing to die, my dear boy?” ‘Oh, 
no, mother,” he replied ; ‘ but I suppose I 
must.” I told him I would pray for him, 
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and his father would, and that I wanted 
him to pray for himself. “I will,” he said, 
distinctly. 

Thursday night he said to me, “ Mother, 
I shall die to-night; I think I shall choke 
to death; and I want you or father close. 
to me all night.” Then I asked hfm, “ Do 
you feel willing to die, now?” “TI don’t 
feel as I want to,” he said; “ but I don’t 
feel as bad about it as I did. Will you 
-pray for me, mother?” I did so, and 
asked him if he had prayed for himself. 
“ Oh! yes, ma’am ; I have prayed all day, 
when I could; but my head aches so, that 
I cannot think more than a minute at a 
time.” “Well, dear,” said I, “ we will pray 
all night; and Jesus will receive you, if 
you believe. You know you have some- 
times got angry, and spoken bad words.” 
“ Oh! yes, ma’am ; but I am sorry. I wish 
Inever had. Won't you keep praying 
for me?” Again he said, “I think I 
shall die to-night.” His . countenance 
looked calm. I asked, “Are you willing to 
die now?” He said, “Oh! yes, and I 
want to go.” Ever after this, he was 
waiting with anxious expectation, some- 
times saying, “I shall soon be gone to the 
better land.” On Sabbath day, he lay 
whispering, with his eyes closed, saying, 
“Tam going home.” ‘Where, dear?” said 
I. “Ifome to the Lord. I should like to 
go to-day,” said he. When he was dying, 
I said, “ My dear boy, you are almost 
there.” Ile bowed his head, and whisper- 
ed, Most home,” — the last he said. 


TRUE FAITH. 


How few professing Christians do we 
meet whose fellowship is really an advan- 
tage to our souls! But place us with a 
few brethren really devoted to the service 
of Christ, and it seems a little foretaste of 
. heaven. 


“What is the use,” asked a church- 


_}| would call me insane.” 


member of us the other day, “to be so 
straight-laced ? We fill'a social position, 
where it is indispensable that our children 
should be graceful and genteel. I am 
obliged to send mine to dancing school, 
which is infinitely preferable to their 
growing up with awkward manners.” 

Another zealous lady, a frequenter of 
prayer meetings and religious societies, 
allows her sons to stroll the streets in the © 
evening, attending negro concerts and the 
like, and permits her daughter to frequent 
the crowded party of pleasure, where her 
fashionable costume and exposed neck 
and arms allow the night air to plant the — 
seeds of consumption in her young frame. 
One has said that a “ mere lifeless ortho- 
doxy, however zealously embraced, finds 
itself a mere galvanized body of death.” 
Christians need what Luther called “ get- 
ting one’s theology in the furnace of af- 
fliction;” but how few like to see, in the 
Heavenly Father’s chalice, crosses mixed 
with blessings for them. So, many"pre- 
fer to go on halting, with one hand in the 
world, and the other holding on to Christ, 
striving to “serve God and Mammon.” 
How different is the case with those who 
wish to be emptied of everything, to be 
alone with God, giving place to things 
divine ! 

I received a letter from an old lady in 
a western city, to-day, in which she says, 
—‘‘For twenty years have I sought to 
walk in the path of full assurance of 
faith, But I find no sympathy from 
without. Were I to speak of the glorious 
seasons I enjoy, of communion with the 
Saviour, to my Christian friends, they 
This reminded 
me of a question I asked a minister, — 
“ Do you feel no condemnation for past 
sin ?— that the fulness of the pardon gives 
you perfect liberty?” “No!” he re- 
plied, severely; “I trust I shall never 
feel so while I conffnue a sinner.” “ How 
do you,” I continued, “ explain all those 
passages in the Epistles referring to the 
death of sin, while we are yet living, sin 
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not having dominion over us, being born. 
of God we cdnnot sin?” &c. 

“ Very enigmatical, partial translation, 
want of light,” he muttered. Ah! I 
thought, on leaving him, how many carry 
the burden of sin to Jesus and cast it at 
the foot of the cross, then run on the 
race happy and light-hearted for a while. 
Soon the force of prejudice and supersti- 
tion returns. They accumulate a new 
load, which is carried through life, of con- 
demnation and darkness, between their 
souls and the clear light of truth. 

I attended a prayer meeting the other 
evening, where the oft-asked question was 
discussed, Why does not God answer our 
prayers? Is it want of earnestness? Is 
it our sins that prevent ? Is it our cold- 
ness, or neglect of duty ? | 

Now the answers to these questions did 
not touch the mark, until one gentleman 
rose and said, — 

“Tt is of no use to bring our sins to 
a prayer meeting and discuss them, or 
spend the short time in bewailing our 
short-comings. Let us tell those to God 
at home, in our own closets. We want to 
drop ourselves, and take Christ to our 
hearts. We need to love him supremely. 
We want a little fuith. We want a pres- 
ent blessing and to believe we have one. 
We say that God is more ready to give 


his Holy Spirit than we are to ask him; 


but we do not. believe that we receive the 
answer just now.” 

Now I recognized the believing spirit 
required. ‘This is the great desideratum. 

When that benevolent individual, dur- 
ing the panic in New York in 1857, es- 
tablished a soup-house for the hungry and 
starving, thousands resorted to its hospita- 
ble figg, hung across the street. One day, 
a respectably-dressed man approached. 
He was better clad than the beggars who 
resorted to the door, but still he was with- 
out acent, and had not tasted food all 
day. He walked back and forth, before 
the door, not daring toenter. “I never 
asked charity before,—I am ashamed. 

10 


‘viands.” 


daily supplies. 


But, oh! I am hungry. I want, as well 
as the most needy, some of those fragrant 
By and by his pressing need 
drove him in, and he was supplied. 

So it is with us. We must hunger for 
the bread of life. 
Yesterday’s bread does 
not satisfy us to-day. May God give us 


| believing hearts in asking. 


HUMILITY. 


A SERMON. 


Before destruction the heart of man is 
haughty, and before honoris humility.— . 
XViii. 12. | 

At the period of his life in which he 
wrote the proverbs, Solomon seems to 
have been specially impressed with the 
truth expressed in this text. Repeatedly 
in the Proverbs the phrase occurs, “ be- 
fore honor is humility ;” and the antitheti- 
cal expression, “ Pride gocth before de- 
struction and a haughty spirit before a 
fall,” with equivalent phrases, occurs, per- 
haps, as often. In the text, both members 
of the antithesis are contained, so that the 
momentous truth is beheld, at successive 
glances, from opposite stand-points, and 
the mind gets an impression doubly deep, 
like one who views Niagara on the same 
day from his opposite shores. 


I. Wuart is 

Humility is lowliness of mind; a just 
appreciation of one’s own weakness, igno- 
rance and sinfulness. Jt is the result of 
self-knowledge—especially the self-knowl- 
edge that comes of divine illumination, 
Humility is the opposite of pride, haughti- 
ness, self-conceit, arrogance, and presump- 
tion. Humility is one of the passive 
graces. She is the eldest daughter of 
Faith and Prayer; she is the sister of 
Gentleness and Benevolence, and her 
daughters are Meekness, Reverence, Res- 


ignation and Patience. 


We perish without 
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Humility is one of the chief ornaments 
of the human character ; a trait which all 
admire in others, and most affect to pos- 
sess themselves. ‘The whole language of 
diplomacy is full of phrases like —“I 
have the honor to be, Sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant,” addressed by men 
of various ranks to their equals, and often 
to their inferiors. Genuine humility, how- 
ever, is not a natural disposition of the 
mind, in any case, but a grace of the 
Holy Spirit, and its existence in the heart 
is among the more unequivocal evidences 
of a gracious state. 

Humility exhibits itself mostly in be-| 


swallow up my form. God’s years are 
eternity. Many angelic beings, it seems, 
have existed from a period long anterior 
to the birth of time, the creation of man. 
Man himself once lived for a period ap- 
proximating a thousand years. Several 
kinds of animals attain an age nearly 
equal to that, now. “ But as for man, his 
days are a hand-breadth, his age is as 
nothing before. thee.” “ What is your 


life? Iti is even a vapor, that appeareth 


but a little time, and then vanisheth 
away.” Families are a perpetual series 
of dissolving views. See the generations 
flock along! How they come up, and 


nevolent condescension to those of low | pass by, and follow each other into the 


estate, contentment with the allotments of | dark. 


providence, 


‘“ Verily, every man, at his best 


respectful and deferential | estate, is altogether vanity.” And shall he 


bearing toward our associates, calmness | be proud, who to-day must call the worm 


under bereavement, and meekness under 
detraction or insult, with abounding grati- 
tude for providential favors, and great joy 
at the prosperity of others. 


Il. Wuratr Reasons HAVE I TO 
CULTIVATE ? 


1. IT ought to be humble for I am very 
weak. All things around, and all beneath, 


| 
and all above me, exhibit the boundless | 


power of God. Whithersoever I walk 
forth, I find myself moving amid the play 
of a vast system of machinery, of which | 


the earth and sun and planets are but ‘the fountain-heads of antiquity. 


his sister, and to-morrow must welcome 
her as ‘his devourer? How ill does a 
strutting air become so feeble and short- 
lived a creature as man ! 

3. My conscious ignorance ought to 
keep me humble. 
_ Among the things to be known, how ~ 
infinitesimal is the measure I have at- 
tained. Of the earth beneath or the 
heavens above, how little do I know! And 
what do I know of the history of things ? 
I go back in imagination to the birth of 
time, and attempt to gaze back amid 


As my. 


trivial and inferior parts ; and as I lift up thought travels on I reach the birth-— 


myself to contemplate the magnitudes, 
forces, velocities and distances of the stel- | 
lar universe, | am overwhelmed with the 


things began to be. 


‘time of the elder universes, till, beyond 


the sweep of myriad cycles, I stand where 


Still looking back- 


thought of my own helplessness, and of! ward, I perceive myself on the border of 


my exposure to bg crushed liké a moth | 
It 
humility in David that led him to exclaim, 


amid the ponderous enginery. 


“ When I consider the heavens, the work | 
of thy fingers, the moon and stars which 
thou hast ordained, what is man that thou” 


art mindful of him, or the son of man that | sion over the limitless expanse. 


thou visitest him! ” 
2. The remembrance of the shoriness 


of my life ought to keep me humble. 


How soon the earth on which I tread will 


a past eternity —the years of God when 
naught but God existed in the solitude of 
his own glory. To that mysterious abyss 
there is no farther shore. My tjmid., 
feeble thought turns, trembling, back, 
and refuses to make the slightest excur- 
She fain 
would invent older universes than those 
which now exist, whose successive epochs 
should help*to fill the mighty cycles of 
eternity, but in vain; for still eternity 
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stretches infinitely away beyond the eldest | able, this day, by the action of my lips, 
born of things. What, then, do I know | to take up these thoughts out of my 
of past eternity ? Nothing — absolutely. heart and lay them down in yours. 


nothing. 

What do I know of creation, as it. 
was oris? Beyond a few of the nearer 
neighbors of the earth, all is blank. I 


only see the myriad eyes of night twink- 
ling in the far, blue depths, but cannot. 


tell their dates, nor magnitude, nor dis- 
tances, nor velocities. 

But how little I know of the earth 
itself — its interior formations ; its powers 
of production ; its laws of tide and wind ; 
its tribes of vegetable and animal life; 
its plains, deserts, and mountains ; and its | 
rivers and lakes and oceans. 
ry of the earth is the history of man 


The histo- | | 


‘Surely, one who knows so. little should 


“stand abashed in the presence of the Om- 
niscient One, nor should he indulge a 
pompous air among his fellows, if he 
happen to know a fraction more than 
they. 

4. I ought to be humble on account of 


crrors. 


Looking back on my life, I find that I 
have habitually overrated or underrated 
the characters and objects with which I 
thought myself acquainted. 
estimated myself, and in that pestilent 
vanity the follies of my life have, mainly, 


found prolific root. So full of 


vanity has 


J] have over- 


upon it, and how little do I know of that!’ my life been, that it was only now and 
Nothing, beyond a few names, here and then, at rare and distant periods, that I 
there, of all its millions of Sitjalation:! could say at night, “I have done and 
Even of the men of my own time [ seem said just whatel should have done and 
to know almest nothing, and of the great- said this day.” Alas! how fechle and 
er part of them who live remote, ifothing how flickering is the light of tlt human 


whatever. 

Contract the view as you will, my jgno-. 
rance of things still oppresses and over- 
whelms 


sands which occur in the very village or 
town which I live. 


sleep and wake, and my heart beats on 
without weariness or pause; but I know 
not how.: I cannot explain the simplest 
action of the voluntary miscles of my 
own frame. Instantly, 


my hand, or foot, or tongue, is set In mo- 


tion; but I eannot trace the connection | 
between the will and the motion. I know 
that you of the congregation are before 
me; but I cannot describe that clement, 
or agent, or condition (I can’t say which). 


by which I am able to apprehend, from 


moment to moment, the facts about me; 


nor can I say by what mysterious adapta-_ | 
tions of the atmosphere to the human or. | | 


vans of speech and hearing it is that I am 


I know little of my own) 
country, and not one fact in many thou- 


I am very igno- 


rant, even, of myself. My lungs inspire’ 
and expire the atmosphere, alike, while [ 


on my volition, 


| 
understanding! Tlow often is judgment 
at fault ;— how often do our most conti- 


dent processes of reasoning leacl us out of 


the path. We spend much of our little 
life in correcting the errors and mistakes 
of the past, and are often mortified to 
perceive, towards the close of Tite, that 
our successive opinions have been meagre 
and dilatory approaches toward the truth, 
or rebounds between opposite extremes, 
in which we were never on the path, ex- 
cept while crossing it;—so feeble is the 
human understanding, so darkened by ig- 
noranee, so swayed by prejudice, so jos- 
iled by passion; and yet so confident of 
theinfallibility of its latest contradictions 
‘of all its former verdicts. 


| D. 


sciousness of my sinfulness ought to hum- 


Finally, and most of all, the con- 


bie me. 

Surely, a creature so dependent, and 
ignorant, and short-lived, as man, ought 
not to be a sinner against God ; but every 
man is a sinner against God; and in 
| nothing do men agree so fully as in being 
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sinners; yet sin contains in itself every 
principle which men abhor. 

The recollection that I have sinned 
against God is, therefore, most humili- 
ating; for, whenever I have sinned, I 
have subjected whatever is noble in my 
nature to whatever is vile. Sin is ingrat- 
itude; sin is pollution; sin is slavery — 
to the worst of masters and the vilest of 


‘tasks; sin is breach of trust; sin is pre- 


sumption upon the lenity of the govern- 
ment ; sin rejects God and prefers a crea- 
ture; sin is treason. 

And I have sinned. I—who have 
been much taught, and instructed, and 
sought after, and prayed for, and yearned 
over, and borne with — have yet recom- 
pensed my Heavenly Father forall this 
by trampling on his law, and mocking his 
love. 

I have sinned against much light, as 
well as many mercies, and, persevered in 
sin, though is brought me only pain and 
dejection of spirit. My hands, my feet, 
my tongue,—all my members, — have 
been prostituted to the shameful work ; 
and the endowments of spirit that have 
lifted me above the brute and made me 
man, have been desecrated to the vile 
purpose of insulting my Maker, and 
pouring contempt upon Jesus, that died 
for me. | 

How ought the remembrance of such 
sinfulness to humble one in tlie very dust ; 
and how ill do a pretentious air wad 
manner become one who has so trifled 
with divine authority and so outraged the 
holiest obligations. 


Ill. By wuatr Meruops, can 
HUMILITY BE CULTIVATED ? 


1. It is well to note the Bibleitestimon: yf 
on the subject : — 

“Pride goeth before and 
a haughty spirit before a fall.” “The 
Lord hateth a proud look.” “But the 
proud he knoweth afar off.” “ Every one 
that is proud in heart is an abomination 
to the Lord.” “Be not proud.” « God 


resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to 
the humble.” “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit.” ‘“ Humble yourselves in the sight 
of the Lord, andghe will lift you up.” 
“By humility, and the fear of the Lord, 
are riches, honor, and life.” “For thus 
saith the high and lofty One tltat inhab- 
iteth eternity, whose name is Holy: I 
dwell in the high and holy place; with 
him, also, that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble: 
and to revive the heart of the contrite 
ones.” 

2. But though it is a to con- 
template these Scriptures, as setting forth 
the regard in which God holds humility, 
yet their study alone is not sufficient to 
produce true humility of heart. That 
subdued temper of mind, that lowliness 
of spirit, to which the name of humility 


may be properly attached,.is a grace of 


the Holy Spirit, and can never be pos- 
sessed except by his’ inworking ; hence, 
prayer is to be regarded as the great 
agent for promoting humility of soul. He 
who prays little will have little humility 
— he who prays much will be much hum- 
bled under the mighty hand‘of God. By 
this I don’t mean to say that the mere 
fact of making many and long prayers 
will produce humility ;ebut by prayer I 
mean the soul’s converse with God. Noth- 
ing melts and subdues the soul like com- 
munion with God —a devout .contempla- 
tion of his glory. Job said, “I have 
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, 
but now mine eye seeth thee ; wherefore I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust, and 
ashes.” 

The philosophy that underlies all this 
seems to be simply, this: —The mind 
compares or contrasts itself with the ob- 
ject it contemplates, and becomes self- 
complacent, or self-abhorred, as that 
object is below or above itscif. -Hence, 
he who associates only with ais inferiors 
can scarcely avoid becoming vain; while 
he whose life has been spent much among 
superior minds, will infallibly have ac- 
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quired a chastened and modest manner, 
the natural outgrowth and expression of 
the state in which his mind has been 
habitually held by the character of his 
own companionships. Therefore you are 
never to compare yourself with an infe- 
rior, if tyou fon’t mean to be ruined. 
Measure your soul severely, with the 
great masters of thought and deed, and 
hold yourself a disciple at their feet ; 
remembering that you always are ap- 
proaching the character you contemplate, 
and that the excellences you admire you 
are coming to possess. 

Now, lift up this idea of excellence and 
dignity till it comes to God, and you will | 
get the point of what I am saying. The 
man who has left off to grovel, and 
trained his thoughts along the trellis of 
“the Word” toward God and heaven, 
habitually lives amid those purifying and 
ennobling contemplations which at once 
keep the soul alive to its own imperfec- 
tions, and fill it with the holiest aspira- 
tions after a higher life. | 


IV. Wuy snovutp I SEEK TO BE 
HUMBLE ? 


The answer is in the text: —“ Before 
destruction, the heart of man is haughty, 
and before honor is humility.” All de- 
terioration begins with pride, and all im- 


provement begins with humility. Give 
your thought the freest possible range, | 
and you will be in no danger of going 
where this law does not govern. The 
student learns by being willing to confess 
his ignorance. The mechanic acquires 
his skill by listening to instruction, and 
patiently delving, at first, in the coarser 
and more disagreeable tasks of the trade. | 
The barrister, whose eloquence and pro-) 
fessional skill astonish you to-day, might 
have been seen, a few years ago, a very 
poor young man, sawing wood, making 
garden, acting as sexton of achurch; but, 
at every leisure moment, with book in 
hand, husbanding his time, rising to study 
or to work while others slept, toiling on | 


while others played, attired but coarsely, 
passed by and ignored by all the gay 
young people in town, but toiling patient- 
ly on, to lay the foundation of future suc- 
cess. Here, as everywhere else, before 
honor is humility ; or, in other words, hu- 
mility is the highway to honor. The 
humiliation, the toil, the sacrifice, which 
are the conditions of ultimate success, do 
but express the divine order which runs 
through all providence, and finds ex- 
pression in all human _ fortunes. 

Just so with the Christian life. It ex- 
alts man in all the elements of greatness 
and goodness. Parifying*and ennobling, 
beyond any other power ever brought to 
human nature, it initiates every experi- 
ence with searchings of heart which be- 
come deeper and deeper as_ the soul 
reaches the higher walks of experience. 
They who are arrayed in white are they 
who came out of great tribulation, and he 
who endures the mockery pf the world 
to-day, as he bows down, trembling and 
in tears, to humble himself under the 
mighty hand of God, is he who to-morrow | 
shall stahd up, endorsed by God, radiant 
with glory, heir of a throne. Joseph, 
now aslave, and then a prisoner, is march- 
ing, by God’s straight road, to the vice- 
royalty. Mosés, spurning the royal heir- 
ship, and from choice identified with a 
nation of bondmen, is really going from 
a heathen throne to be the legislator for 
mankind. Paul stands in glory now, with 
many marks of special honor, among the 
sons of light; but his road lay through 
perils and scourgings and shipwrecks and 
martyrdom; and the religion he preached, 
which shall shake and subdue and evan- 
gelize the world, was “ born in a manger.” 

I see the types of the truth I am this 
day unfolding in all things. Toil precedes 
affluence, the battle precedes the victory ; 
and, everywhere, they that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy. See that rickety row 
of houses yonder! How squalid is the 
appearance they present. True, they are 
inhabited, but it is by a class of persons 
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as squalid as themselves, and, altogether, 
that street presents a sight which, at best, 
can only be said to be not shocking. But 
the owner of the block determines on a 
very thorough improvement. Now begins 
the confusion and the ruin. ‘The poor 
families move their goods out into the 
street, and the heaps of dilapidated furni- 
ture are carted away. Then comes the 
demolition, and whole weeks are employed 
in the tearing down process, till the iden- 
tity of the original structure is lost, and 
all is converted into heaps of rubbish, 
which nearly fill the street with the mon- 
_uments of ruif. Now the former super- 
structures are leveled to the ground; but 
that is not enough, —so, day by day, the 
laborers go down, down, till where the 
buildings were, there is now a fearful 
chasm, What does this mean ? I thought 
there was to be improvement here! But 
no, the more the laborers work, the worse 
the place dpoks. And is this the way to 
build? Ave, this is the way to build. 
Only wait a few weeks and you shall see 
standing there in its pride and strength 
and beauty a block that shall Adorn the 
town. 
There is upon the Erie Railway, not 
far from my home in Southern New York, 
a bridge spanning a chasm of two thou- 
sand feet or more in width. I was there 
when the bridge was in building. The la- 
borers, as usual, though they meant ulti- 
mately to go up, began by going down. 
The work of excavation went on for sev- 
eral days, until where each pier was to 
stand there was a deep chasm. There, in 
those deep chasms, the tall piers were 
commenced, and many days went by be- 
fore the solid masonry bad attained the 
surface of the earth. Still slowly up the 
mighty columns rose, and at last they 
were joined together by arches sprung 
from pier to pier at the top, and it isa 


— sublime sight, which I have often wit- 


nessed, to see the cars fly across that 
chasm, one hundred feet in air. Thus 
man works, when he means that his work 


shall abide ; and thus God works in build- 
ing human character for eternity. Dem- 
olition and excavation precede and proph- 
esy all edification. The heart-searchings, 
the self-loathing, the soul-faintings aud 
prostrations which come of the Hovy 
Spirit’s revealings in the soul, and bring 
us to the "very deep of self-despair, are 
the necessary preparations and heralds 
of the processes by which the soul is to 
be built up in holiness. 

In conclusion, let me remind you, my 
brethren, he that will not go down shall 
never go up. "Humility is the gate 
through which all must pass to heaven. 
Have you fully consented to God’s plan 
in this matter? Are you willing to go 
through the valleys? for there is a valiey 
for every mountain, and the valley is 
deep as the mountain is high. Lleart- 


anguish and penitential tears were at the 
threshold of your Christian life; and, 


thus far, your most satisfactory experien- 
ces have been preceded and ushered in 
by seasons of uncommon brokenness of 
heart. Let the past instruct you. Don’t 
be afraid of the valleys. There is always 
a mountain, a new altitude, just beyond. 
Look at Jesus. He wrought a miracle on 
the cross that startled the universe and 
redeemed the world. But he blew no 
trumpet beiore him. ‘ He rose from sup- 
per, and took a towel, and girded himself, 
and did wash his disciples’ feet.” Meek 
Saviour! How few are like thee. But 
go, my brethren, follow Jesus, — through 
the garden, — on to Calvary, — over Ta- 
bor, up to heaven. 


Ir we had not within ourselves the 
principle of bliss, we could not become 
blest. The grain of heaven lies in the 
breast, as the germ of the blossom lies in 
the shut seed. 


THE ornament and beauty of this lower 
world, next to God and his wonders, are 


the men that spangle and shine in god- 
liness. 
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THE PIOUS SOLDIER. 


We like to know how the Christian sol- 
dier feels, and is refreshed in his peculiar 
situation. We allow this fragment of 
friendship therefore to gratify the reader. 


“ Fortress Monroe, Feb, 23, ’62 


. Lowe you a thousand 


apologies for not answering your kind moves all sorrow and pain to know that 


nothing can separate me from the love of. 
God. I feel that I owe him a debt, which 
that I am doing duty now, and my time isa 


and interesting letter before. But ‘you 
will readily excuse me, when I tell you 


limited. 
“One sunny, pleasant morning I was 
out on the grass, with sleeves rolled up, 


doing my week’s washing — the mail-bag prayers of warm Christian friends. Since 


came along, and, ‘ Here is a letter for you, 
R——.’ I sat down on the grass and 
read and re-read that good letter of sister 
L 
long in coming. | 

“Your letters have gladdened other 
hearts than mine, and I trust they have 
not failed to do some good among us. I 


have met with much discouragement in| 


my efforts to do good, and cannot see 
that.I have accomplished any great re- 
sults. The Young Men’s C. A. is still un- 
organized; just at the time when I was 
confident of success, the room was taken 
from us, and another promised. Now, all 


ject will be given up for the present. We 
are, from all indications, about to remove 


going on here, and troops are arriving 
continually. | 
“Tt is supposed that our regiment will 
join in the movement, though nothing defi- 
nite is known. You may imagine how un- 
pleasant this uncertainty is in regard to 
the future, especially when an hour’s notice 
may place us on the field of battle. 
“More than ever do I now find the 
value of religion. This is the holy Sab- 
bath day, and though very unlike those 
days at home, yet it has been unusually 


furnished my longing soul with the most 


me a powerful restraining influence, which 
—’s, all the more valued because so 


how. 


-vored by a sermon from Bishop Ames ; 
is excitement and confusion among us in| the general and staff were present, and a 
regard to the future, and I fear the pro- | 
“me it was a feast. The good bishop took 
for his text, ‘ For none of us liveth to him- 
from this fort. Important movements are self’ The Episcopal service was read, 


| dential, — the forty-sixth Psalm. 


quiet ; but I fear it is only the calm before 
the storm. While [have been doing my 
duty as a sentinel, my little text-book has 


precious food. How appropriate to my 
situation the text, ‘1 am persuaded that 
neither death nor life can separate us from 
the love of God.’ It was so comforting to 
feel that death is mentioned first. It re- 


life devoted to his service cannot re- 
move. 

“ Not the least among the things I have 
to be thankful for, is the influence and 


I have been surrounded by such evil ‘in- 
fluences, there seems to be cast around 


has drawn my wayward soul to God. Often 
while feeling this, I have thought some 
loved one was praying for me at home. 
Now, let me tell you the other cheering 
promise which has occupied my thoughts 
this afternoon. 

.“** So shall we be ever with the Lord.’ I 
have read these words many times, but 
they never seemed to have the value as _ 


“Two weeks ago to-day, we were fa- 


great number of the officers and men. To 


and the lesson for the day seemed provi- 


“For a time, the tumult of war was 
hushed ; and with feeling hearts all joined 
in repeating those beautiful lines, * God 
is our refuge and strength, a very present - 
help in trouble. Therefore, we will not 
fear, though the earth be removed. : 

“Tt is wonderful how the Bible is adapt- 
ed to every situation in which man can be 
placed. When I read this Psalm it seemed | 
as if it was written for just that occasion. 
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“TI must bring my letter toaclose. I 
have been writing it in the guard-house, 
while waiting for my turn to go out on 
post. I thought it pleasanter to talk with 
sister A than to sleep. How can I 
thank you for your kindness in supplying 
ine with the Guide? Several times, on 
Sabbath mornings, when I was thinking 
of home and its privileges, the Guide came 
along, as a messenger from above, to cheer 
my drooping spirits. 7 

“God is very good to me, and I should 
be the loudest in his praise. 

“Yours, affectionately, 


W.E.R.” 


TIM COMING TO THEE. 


I’m weary of sin and its follies, 
The world, with its falseness and strife ; 
My epirit is seeking, O, ever, 
A higher and happier life. 
The chains of gay pleasure are heavy, 
My soul would be sinless and free ; 
I’m weary, O, weary, so weary, 
I'm coming, Lord Jesus, to thee. 
Long years l’ve been chasing the shadows 
That fled o’er the landscape of time, 
Still hoping to find for my spirit 
Some food for its hunger sublime. 
Each hope in its turn has departed, 
Each shadow has vanished away, | 
And left me dejected and weary, 
To sighing and sorrow a prey. 


I caught every bubble that floated 
Along the gay tide of the stream,,. 
And strove to delight my proud spirit, 
And render this life but a dream. 
Each bubble still burst as I grasped it, — 
_ And left me as poor as before, : 
As exiles go home in their dreaming, 
But wake on the same distant shore. 


*Twas madness and folly, I see it, 
I turn from the paths I have trod; 
O, strengthen my footsteps so feeble, — 
I’m coming through Jesus to God. 
I know thou’lt receive me, Lord J esus, 
Though long I have wandered from thee; 
QO, take me, and keep me forever, 
And thine all the glory shall be. 


Parkersburgh, Va, 


The pulpit is dying of the proprieties. 


LETTERS FROM MRS. PALMER. ‘ 


BRIDGEND, South Wales, 
Feb. 1, 1862. 

Dear BrotHer GorHAM:— We are 
now, as you will see by our address, in 
Wales. Your welcome letter reached us 
about two weeks ago, when we were at 
Madely. 

We labored at three different chapels 
on the Madely circuit, one week at each, 
making a period of twenty-one days, 
during which time eight hundred and 
ninety-five names were recorded as the 
recipients of the work. 

The scenes we there witnessed were 


| indeed glorious. Many received the bap- 


tism of fire. The names of those who 
receive the blessing of entire sanctifica- 
tion are not generally recorded. We are 
receiving letters from both Madely and 
Liverpool, informing us of the progress of 
the work since we left. . 

At Liverpool, where my last to you was 
dated, the work progressed with increas- 
ing power up to the time of our leaving. 
The names of eleven hundred and twenty- 
five were enrolled among the newly saved 
as subjects of the work at Richmond 
Hall, of the commencement of which I 
gave you some account in my last. 


We lingered longer at Liverpool than 
we would have done, not being willing to 
leave the field till a helper might be se- 
cured of the right stamp, able to devote 
himself wholly to the work. For this we 
in faith entreated the Lord of the vine- 
yard, and our minds were directed to one 
who was brought to Jesus while we were 
at Carlisle, who, from the time of his ‘cons 
version, about twenty months ago, has 
given himself wholly up to the work of an 
evangelist. Our expectation has been 
more than met. | 

The number of converts has now in- 


| creased to over two thousand, and the 


revival flame thus enkindled is spreading 
still more extensively in the different 
churches, so that not only the Wesleyans, 
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but the various branches of the Methodist 
family, each for themselves, are enjoying 
seasons of refreshing, and souls are being 
saved in every part of the town. 

There were many scenes of remarkable 
interest connected with the Richmond 
Hall revival, which at the time of their 
occurrence were published, some in news- 


_ papers, and others in tract form. The 


Hall was indeed a Bethesda, — a house of 
mercy, — and many things occurred to as- 
sure us that in the eye of God and man it 
was so regarded. 

Few instances were more marked than 
this: A man, having been aroused by the 
Spirit to see his undone condition out of 
Christ, went to his church minister, who, 
we were told, was a Puseyite. The clergy- 
man sent him to the Hall. The man 
came, inquiring his way, and when the 
invitation to seekers: was given, quickly 
made his way to the altar of prayer. He 
found mercy before the close of the ser- 
vice; and looking around, after the first 
burst of praise, exclaimed in amazement, 
‘* Who are you, and what are you ?” — im- 
agining, seemingly, that he had been ush- 
ered into a new world. 


COWBRIDGE, South Wales, 
Feb. 11, 1862. 

Your letter has shared the fate of, alas! 
too many others that are begun, but not 
finished. Attending two meetings a day, 
and being necessarily answerable to more 
or less company, with an amount of corre- 
spondence here which I think would 
astonish you, leaves less time for our dear 
Anierican friends than we could naturally 
wish, otherwise than as these natural affini- 
ties blend, we trust, with the will of God. 

Have you ever noticed particularly 
what Paul says of his devoted friend, 
Timotheus? The good, affectionate Paul 
was himself a whole burgl sacrifice. Often 
have I thought that this means much more 
than many who love holiness apprehend. 
But Paul knew, for he was not only will- 


ing, but could joy in being offered up 
a sacrifice on the service of the faith of 
others. 

" But he could find no other like-minded 
as was Timotheus, whose nature had been 
so purified, by the refining processes of 
grace, as to care naturally for the things 
of God, so as to have no separate in- 
terests. It was therefore that the heavenly- 
minded Paul was in danger of sorrowing 
over-much at the thought of parting with 
his twin-spirit brother. 

But this is a sort of digression; yet I 
must say to the praise of infinite grace, 
that Iam proving more fully the blessed- 
ness of being saved from unrenewed self 
in all its forms, and in living only and 
specially for [lim who lived and died for 
me. When I first entered by the new and 
living way into the holiest, I experiment- 
ally apprehended it as a state of entire 
and absolute identification with the inter- 
ests of Christ’s kingdom. And I have 


ever since been confirming in my views 


on this subject, and feel that I can con- 
template no interests apart from the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, and its estab!ishment 
in the hearts of the redeemed family. 


We are now endeavoring to hasten 
homeward, by way of making our visits 
shorter at each place than heretofore, 
and this makes us feel in amore emphatic 
sense that we are but pilgrims and so- 


journers. During our little visit at Bridg- ° 


end over one hundred sought and found 
the blessing of salvation. Cowbridge, 


where we now are, is a small town on the 


same circuit, where we remain but one 
week, and then go to Cardiff, about thir- 
teen miles distant. Cardiff is one of the 
largest towns in Wales, where we hope to 
witness glorious ingatherings to Zion. 

We have been in this little town two 
evenings; between twenty and_ thirty 
have been forward as seekers at each 
service, and the chapel is densely crowd- 
ed. English Wesleyanism has not been 
as much prospered in Wales as in many 
parts of England. The Calvinistic Metho- 
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dist: form the most numerous body in Me 
principality, and the influence of Calvin- 
ism in its more marked features is wey 
where to be seen and felt. 

The Wesleyans and the Methodists are 
wholly distinct, and do not affiliate, seem- 
ingly, more than Wesleyans and Presby- | 0 
terians. The services of the Calvinistic 
Methodists are conducted in the Welsh 
language, while those in the Wesleyan 
chapels, with but few exceptions, are con- 
ducted in English. This will account for 
the fact that we, though in Wales, and 
surrounded by many who speak the 
Welsh language, do not find any difh- 
culty in being understood, as the largest 
portion of the people understand both 
Welsh and English. 

Ever yours in Jesus, 


REVIVAL IN WALES. 


CARDIFF, South 
Feb. 18, 1862. 


~The work in Madely still goes on glo- 
riously. It would call forth a higher 
share of praise from your ever-attuned 
heart could I send you a transcript of 
some letters we have received from M. 


since we left. My heart seems to linger 


over this, our late scene of labor, more 
than over ordinary places, from the re- 
membrance of the sainted Mr. and Mrs. 
Fletcher, with whose spirit I have so 
much loved to commune through their 
writings ever since my childhood. 

Did I tell you that during nineteen 
days’ labor there, eight hundred and 
ninety-five were brought to Jesus? I 
received a letter yesterday from a lady 
residing, there whose parents were well 
acquainted with Mrs. Fletcher, and 
whose mother experienced religion at 
Mrs. Fletcher’s meeting in what. was 
called the vicarage barn. Miss Tooth, 
into whose hands Mrs. Fletcher’s effects 
fell, and who was her most dearly-at-| 
tached friend to the last, was the god- 
mother of this lady, from whom we have 


just received an account of the progress 
of the work at Madely. She is mighty 
in faith, having received a fuller baptism 
of the Spirit during our stay there, and 
now she is going forth in this her might, 
and seems to be a wonder to herself and 
others. To use her own words, she says 
my mantle has fallen upon her since we 
left, but I would rather say that the 
mantle of the ascended Mrs. Fletcher 
seems to have fallen upon her. Her 
husband is like-minded; and, as they 
live about a mile from the chapel, and 
the inereased work requires larger ac- 
commodations for meetings, they are 
about turning a house on their premises 
into a place where meetings may be held. 


_| Tsay this to show how truly the Fletcher 


spirit seems to have fallen upon them. 

How this full baptism of the Spirit 
leads us to live out of ourselves, even as 
Christ, who lived not to please himself, 
but came in the form of a servant. This © 
lady received the snow-white cloak of 
Mrs. Fletcher from her god-mother, Miss 
Tooth, and she presented it to me. 
When you put the matters together 
it seems a singular coincidence, does it 
not ? 

Thus solemn feelings have come over 
me, which, perhaps, few might appre- 
hend, as I think of the sainted wearer, 
now among the white-robed company 
around the throne, and the peculiar 
work which I have been called to do. 

I could as well doubt my existence as 
to doubt that the Head of the church has 
called us to England, and that he has 
thus far detained us here. In Dr. P—’s 
illness, which sent us to Liverpool, and 
which at the time would seem to have 


| called us homeward, we trace the hand 


of the Lord in a very remarkable man- 
‘ner. But for seemingly adverse circum- 
stances, we would not have gone to Liv- 
erpool. 

God made it the occasion of sav ing 
hundreds of souls from spiritual death. 
The revival flame which broke out at the 
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time we commenced our labors there has 
not only resulted in over two thousand 
souls being saved at Richmond Hall, but 
the multitudes that came from the va- 
rious evangelical churches and received 
the baptism of fire, returned to spread it 
among their own people; and we are in 
the ,reception of letters from various 
sources telling us of many coming to 
Jesus. 

It isnow Tuesday ; just about this time, 
you and othersare preparing for the meet- 
‘ing. Oh, how many will praise the Lord 
to all eternity for that Tuesday meeting! 
Do you not always then pray and praise 
for us? I hope you do. 

We are now, as you see by the date, in 
Cardiff, one of the most important towns 
in Wales. The American consulate is 


here ; we intend calling upon the consul’ 


shortly. Since we have been in Wales 
we have seen over two hundred won to 
Jesus. Within the past two evenings 
sixty have received pardon, many of 
whom were heads of families; several 
men and their wives were, within a few 
moments of each other, born into the 
kingdom. 

_ We are laboring in one of the largest 
and most beautiful chapels in the Princi- 
pality. Our people have few more im- 
posing churches in America than the 
Wesleyans have here. We began on 
Sabbath, and as usual took the afternoon 
and evening services. Hundreds were 
present in the afternoon, when we spoke 
to believers of Jesus as a Saviour able to 
save to the uttermost, after which the 


communion-rail was crowded with those 


who earnestly sought and found the 
great salvation.” 

In the evening the crowd was so dense 
as to preclude the possibility of getting 
persons forward to the altar, and re- 
course was had to a large vestry capable 
of holding about three hundred. So Dr. 
P and I separated, he taking charge 
of the meeting in the chapel, and I ae- 
sisted the penitent in the vestry. 


» 


Many were saved ; some received the 
witness of purity, and between twenty 
and thirty the blessing of pardon. It is 
estimated that there were about fifteen 
hundred in the chapel. We regard this 
as a most blessed beginning, and antici- 
pate seeing hiandreds : saved as at mngeely 
and elsewhere. 

Oh, that the awakening Spirit might 
go throughout the world, and wake the 
slumbering virgins, so that sinners in 
Zion may, indeed, be afraid! How many 
professors, who have been raised to the 
zenith of Christian privilege, will be 
doomed to be thrust down to the lowest 
depths of perdition with those professors 
of Capernaum who have Abraham for 
their father! It has been said that death 
is an honest hour; but there is nothing 
awakening, or enlightening, or purifying 
in death. Allthat death does for the soul 
is to untie the cord that binds it to earth. 

People doubtless die in thé same light 
in which they live. Heaven is a prepared 
place for a prepared people.  Lfoliness, 
specific holiness, is not only an absolute 


necessity if we would dic right, but it is 
equally needful if we would live right; 


otherwise we cannot be answerable to 
the duties of our high and holy calling, 
and be’ found at last prepared to take 
our appointed place in that world where 


we are to live forever, where there are, 


thrones, dominions, principalities, and 
powers. 

Few thoughts in connection with the 
work the Lord has given us to do here 
occupy my mind more than the dis- 
appointment to which so many will. be 
doomed on awaking in the light of eter- 
nity. Imake it a point never to leave 
a place without relieving my mind on 
this subject. Were I not to do this, I fear 
the blood of: souls would be found on my 
skirts. While I do not lose sight of the 
fact that God is love, I also remember 
that his name is “ Faithful and True.” 


Let love be without dissimulation. 
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NEW YORK CORRESPONDENCE. 


TUESDAY MEETING. 
54 Rivingston Street, N. Y. 


Tue prophet says, our strength shall 
be in quietness and rest; thus many 
find it here. After long and. tedious 
struggles, through works, for deliverance 
from sin, they recetve help from those 
who have learned the better way of faith, 
through which they are saved. Instan- 
taneous faith 3 in the ever-faithful promise 
of God brings deliverance to the weary 
soul. ‘Is that all?” is sometimes the as- 
tonished question. A minister who lately 
felt his need of the whole armor with 
which he should be clothed, and who 
has, in obedience to the scriptural con- 
dition, sold all, and found the pearl of 
perfect love, opened the meeting. 

He declared his satisfaction and peace 
in his now simple trust in Christ; the 
long inward conflict has ceased; peace, 
the peace of God, reigns in his little 
kingdom. He thought woman peculiarly 
adapted to aid the ministry by her gentle 
influence and watchfulness. While he 
named over some of the many hindran- 
ces to the soul’s enjoying a continual 
consciousness of the presence of God, 
many, no doubt, were led to see the ne- 


+ cessity of being wholly saved. Among 


other things, he deplored the silence of 
the ministry with regard to the doctrines 
of holiness. At this point, one sitting 
near us seemed to feel the remark 
deeply, and half articulated, “ Yes, yes, 
it is so;” her own condition bowed her 
soul with intense feeling in tears, and in 
the time of the closing supplications she 
said, ‘‘ Yes; I do believe.” Her faith 
saved her; and on rising, she wished to 
tell the elad news; but the time was too 
short. A dear, Scotch friend, who, on 
coming to the city, in 1861, came to the 
meeting, and, for the sake of this priv- 
ilege, ‘Chitelnea to remain in town 
through the winter,— now, on the eve 


of her departure to her beloved native 
land, clearly witnessed to the cleansing 
blood of Christ, and the great benefits 
she had received in attendance in this 
place of blessing. 

She said she had been looking around 
on the walls, at the mottoes, and when 
she returned would have her house, thus 
dedicated to the Lord by a meeting, &c. 
Some of her sweetest remembrances of 
America are in connection with the 
Tuesday meeting. She felt it her duty 
to speak of the godliness of the minister’s 
family in which she, and her relatives 
with her, had been inmates the past 
winter. It was to the praise of practical 
holiness 

Mrs. D. said our dear and reverend 
friend, Dr. Bangs, had given her a mes- 
sage, from his bed of feebleness and lan- 
cuishing, to the meeting. He could not 
be with us, but the Lord was sweetly 
with him, and had given him such a rich 
manifestation as he had never before en- 
joyed. It was all-glorious; he had not 
expected such a blessing while in the 
body. His room was filled with light, 
and his soul with a sweet consciousness 
of purity. No spot or wrinkle was there: 
his joy was full. 


COMMUNION WITH Gop.— Were we 
acquainted with the way of intermixing 
holy thoughts and ejaculatory prayers to 
God in our ordinary engagements, it would 
keep the heart in a sweet temper all the 
day long, and have an excellent influence 
in all our ordinary actions and holy per- 
formances. This were to “walk with 
God” indeed, to go all the day long as 
in your Father’s hand ; whereas, without 
this, our praying, morning and evening, 
looks as but a formal visit, not delighting 
in that constant converse which yet is our 
happiness and honor, and makes all estates 
sweet. This would refresh us in the:hard- 
est labor, as they that carry the spices 
from Arabia are refreshed with the smell 


of ‘them in their journey. 
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